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Past and Present

People Who Keep Us Safe

Curriculum Journey

HISTORY
Subject Vision
Our curriculum will inspire students to think, 
read, speak and write like historians and 
develop a lifelong curiosity about past events 
and forgotten voices. They will study some of 
the most significant events since the Stone 
Age, opening their eyes to the way the world 
we live in today has been shaped.

Aims:

•   Know and understand the history of these islands as a 
coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times 
to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this 
nation and how Britain has influenced and been 
influenced by the wider world

•   Know and understand significant aspects of the history of 
the wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the 
expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic 
features of past non-European societies; achievements 
and follies of mankind

•   Gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of 
abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ 
and ‘peasantry’

•   Understand historical concepts such as continuity and 
change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and 
significance, and use them to make connections, draw 
contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically valid questions 
and create their own structured accounts, including 
written narratives and analyses

•   Understand the methods of historical enquiry, including 
how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, 
and discern how and why contrasting arguments and 
interpretations of the past have been constructed

•   Gain historical perspective by placing their growing 
knowledge into different contexts: understanding the 
connections between local, regional, national and 
international history; between cultural, economic, military, 
political, religious and social history; and between 
short- and long-term timescales
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Great Fire of London

Emily Davison &
Rosa Parks 

(Significant individuals)

Britain from the Stone Age 
to the Bronze Age

Ancient 
Egypt

Roman
Britain

Ancient 
Greece

The World Wars

The Golden Age of Islam

Was it rubbish to live 
in Medieval England?

How did William 
become all powerful?

How important was the Church 
in England, 1066-1603?
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The First World War

The Holocaust

Was the British Empire 
a force for good?

The Cold War
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GCSE Exam Board: AQA
A Level Exam Board: Edexcel

Anglo-Saxons 
& Vikings

How did Leeds
change during the

Industrial Revolution? 
(Local History Study)
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How did people start to challenge 
the power of the monarch?

What was life like in England at 
the start of the 18th century?

How did Parliament get more 
power than the King?

Why did Britain 
want an Empire?

How did the transatlantic 
slave trade affect people’s lives?

Did the Industrial Revolution 
make Britain great?

Why were five women in 
Whitechapel in 1888?

 How important were 
the Suffragettes?

Why did political 
parties give 

working men 
the vote?

Nazi Germany

Civil Rights Movement

Post War Britain

 Conflict and tension 
in Asia 1950-1975

America 1920- 1973: 
Opportunity and Inequality

Britain: Health 
and the People

 Elizabethan England 
1568-1603

Communists states in 
the 20th Century: 

USSR 1917-91 & The German 
Democratic Republic, 1949–90

 Protest, agitation & parliamentary 
reform in Britain 1780-1928

Coursework option
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