
Our Curriculum

Watch us blossom as we know more, 
remember more and do more...



At the Primary Campus, our curriculum is carefully designed, implemented and reviewed to 
ensure that our core values are LIVED through everything that we do within and across our 
school. We strive for excellence on a daily basis to ensure that children are responsible, resilient 
and ready to learn. Building upon our core values, we ensure that we develop children’s strength 
of character by designing our curriculum around key themes (UN Sustainability Goals), which 
supports children’s global development, whilst also allowing children to make meaningful 
connections within and across our curriculum. Wider curriculum subjects are linked to core 
values and key themes, with some subjects being blocked throughout the year to allow children 
to explore concepts, ideas and events in real depth. We use language rich, core texts as a vehicle 
to deliver our curriculum and to support our children in mastering the key knowledge and skills 
required – each subject has carefully crafted progression documents and implementation guides 
to support the delivery of our curriculum. Weaved throughout our whole curriculum are the 
golden threads of oracy, literacy and language as we know these are essential elements of the 
primary curriculum that children need to master, to ensure they can access future curriculums 
and thrive in the modern world.  

Through building upon our core values, mastering key knowledge and skills and weaving oracy, 
literacy and language throughout our whole curriculum, we ensure that children are fit and ready 
for their future beyond the primary campus. 

The Roundhay Primary Curriculum



Our flexible curriculum is designed with 
ambition, for all of our pupils, to create 
a broad range of opportunities and 
memorable experiences which 
ensure that children:

are Happy

are Safe

Show Respect

Enjoy a Challenge

Celebrate Diversity

are Ready and Fit 
for their Future



We ensure that we develop children’s strength 
of character by designing our curriculum 
around key themes which support children’s 
global development. Some subjects are linked 
to key themes to ensure real depth of learning 
and other subjects are taught all year round.

Achievement at Roundhay is defined as 
children knowing more, remembering more 
and being able to do more across our broad 
and rich curriculum. This leads to pupils 
who are ready and fit for the next stage of 
their education. We  measure this through a 
‘360 degree top level review’ of our school’s 
curriculum and deep dive into every aspect 
of our work in our relentless pursuit of 
excellence for every child.

Every half term, we focus on a key foundation 
subject to deepen children’s learning. Each 
of our wider curriculum subjects has five 
hand facts which children are expected to 
remember.  This is the core knowledge that 
underpins the key ideas and concepts taught 
in each subject. By memorising these key 
facts, children are more prepared to make 
rich and exciting connections to other parts of 
their learning, and we ensure that each child’s 
‘cultural capital’ will enable their success in  
the future.

The key knowledge underpins the precise 
teaching and progression of subject-specific 
skills which the children build upon in each 
year of their primary school journey.

Achievement at Roundhay is defined as children knowing 
more, remembering more and being able to do more.

We hope this booklet gives you an overview of each curriculum area at the Primary Campus. We 
have included some graphics which show snippets of our curriculum design. We have carefully 
considered the key components and building blocks that underpin each subject area (such the 
core knowledge and the subject specific skills) to ensure that our children seamlessly progress 
through our broad, balanced and ambitious curriculum. 



Woven through our whole curriculum are the three Golden Threads of Oracy, Literacy and 
Language. To thrive in the modern world, children need to be able to communicate confidently, 
clearly and accurately through both the spoken and written word.  

We take the time to ensure that children develop their oracy skills, whether it be through our 
carefully planned oracy projects, which includes debates, presentations and speeches, or 
through interweaving oracy across our whole curriculum. All lessons start with an oracy based 
activity, designed to encourage rich talk and language development in the classroom.  

Reading and literacy are at the heart of our curriculum. Our reading programme is taught by an 
expert team of reading teachers and forms the foundations of our whole English Curriculum, 
feeding directly into children’s writing. More information on our phonics, reading and writing 
curriculums can be found on the following pages.  

And finally, in all subjects, the development of children’s language is a key priority. Each week, 
through our reading curriculum, we have dedicated language development lessons where 
children explore rich vocabulary through high quality texts and active reading. In addition to 
this, subject leaders have carefully considered the vocabulary that children need to ascertain 
in each subject area in order to thrive and make excellent progress. We lay excellent language 
development foundations in EYFS and build upon these year after year.  

Ultimately, through embedding a culture of Oracy, Literacy and Language, across all areas of 
our curriculum, we ensure that children are equipped with the skills they need to thrive, make 
excellent progress within and across our curriculum.

Oracy, Literacy and Language: The 
Golden Threads to Our Curriculum



We are a reading school!
Reading is at the heart of our curriculum and we are exceptionally proud of our 
reading provision. Children learn to read through encountering challenging texts 
which form the basis of each half term’s English learning. Our reading lessons 
focus on developing vocabulary, teaching high-quality active reading, and lots of 
practice for children to develop their key skills. In Key Stage 2, these lessons support 
children to: explain the meaning of words in context; retrieve information from the 
text; interpret the meaning of the text; and consider authorial choices. Children will 
recognise these vital key skills as our ‘ERIC’ skills. In addition to these important 
techniques, Key Stage 1 children also learn to decode (see Phonics).

Reading



Full Programme of Study - Year 6 Reading

Read words accurately

1. Confidently apply knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (morphology and etymology), both to read  
aloud and to understand the meaning of new words they meet (testing out different pronunciations)

2. Can work out the pronunciation of any unfamiliar words by focusing on all of the letters in a word

3. Read age-appropriate books with confidence and fluency (including whole novels) e.g. reading at a speed of 
at least 150 words per minute

4. Read aloud with appropriate intonation that shows secure understanding

Maintain positive attitudes towards reading

5. Read and confidently discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference or text books.

6. Read books that are structured in different ways and read for a range of purposes
7. Be familiar with a wide range of books, including myths, legends, traditional stories, modern fiction, fiction from our  

literary heritage, and books from other cultures and traditions

8. Recommend books that they have read to their peers and others, giving innovative reasons for their choices

9. Identify and discuss themes and conventions in and across a wide range of writing

10. Make appropriate use and well-considered comparisons within and across books

11. Learn a wide range of poetry by heart

12. Prepare poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing an understanding through the use of intonation,  
tone and volume, in order to make the meaning clear to the audience

Comprehension (including making inferences and language effect)

13. Eloquently discuss their understanding of words from the context (2a)

14. Accurately give/explain the meaning of words from the content (2a)

15. Accurately identify key details from fiction and non-fiction (2b)

16. Accurately retrieve and record information from non-fiction and fiction texts (2b)

17. Summarise the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying key details that support the main  
ideas and using quotations for illustration (2c)

18. Draw inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying  
inferences with evidence (2d)

19. Distinguish between statements of fact and opinion (2d)

20. Make inferences and justify these inferences with well-chosen evidence from the text (2d)

21. Predict what might happen from details stated and implied (2e)

22. Identify and explain how information/narrative content is related and contributes to meaning as a whole (2f)

23. Identify and explain in detail, how meaning is enhanced through choice of words and phrases and the impact  
of these language choices on the reader (2g)

Above: An example of expectations in 
our Year 6 reading curriculum

Our teaching of reading is simple but effective. We place a great emphasis on children building 
their fluency of reading so that they are able to access and understand the challenging texts 
which form our reading spine. Children practise reading daily through our half-hour reading 
rituals, in addition to two weekly hour-long lessons dedicated to teaching children how to apply 
their key skills. In our wider curriculum lessons, children apply these skills in context: reading to 
learn, and acquiring lots of higher-order, academic vocabulary.
 
Each classroom has its own special reading area where teachers share their love of books with 
the children, recommend new and old favourites, and showcase a range of fiction and non-fiction 
texts which link with our half term’s core theme and curriculum focus. Children love to get lost in 
a book in these high-quality havens of literature.

As well as lots of practice at school, children are expected to read at home two times per week.  
Staff ensure that children also have lots of opportunities to practise at school, if home reading is 
ever an issue.







Our writing curriculum aims to develop the 
ambitious and articulate author that exists in 
each and every one of our children. Writing is 
taught through a well-considered and refined 
sequence where children learn (often by 
heart) the content and features of a model 
text linked to the purpose and genre they 
are focusing on. Fluency with the sentence 
structures and content is well-practised before 
children apply their learning in a new piece 
of writing, where they can demonstrate their 
newly-found proficiency. All pieces of writing 
are then published by the children and form 
either a wonderful display or a specially-bound 
collection of writing which is celebrated in the 
classroom reading corner.
 
“Each year group begins the teaching of writing 
by focusing on the key knowledge about 
writing that we expect the children to master. 
Children develop fluency in composition, 
grammar and punctuation through explicit 
teaching and rigorous practice.  Writing is a 
creative process which can set the children’s 
imaginations alight. Teachers model how to 
capture these ideas using the key skills, in 
addition to always  inspiring children to use 
more ambitious vocabulary and sentence 
structures. This leads to very high-quality 

Writing

outcomes of which both teachers and children 
are rightly very proud.

We expect children to have very high 
standards of presentation in their writing, 
and we teach a continuous cursive style 
of handwriting. When children reach the 
expected standard, they are considered for 
a pen licence and present their writing to 
the Head of Primary. This is a very proud 
moment for all of the children!

We teach spelling to build on children’s 
foundational knowledge and understanding 
of phonics. Children learn the spelling 
patterns and rules which they must apply to 
increasingly ambitious vocabulary. Each week, 
children memorise up to ten words from the 
statutory vocabulary that they are expected 
to spell correctly, and have daily practice of 
applying rules and recalling spellings.

This leads to very high-quality 
outcomes of which both 
teachers and children are 
rightly very proud.



Year 4 Expected Writing Standard

I know how to:

Write effectively for a range of purposes (selecting language for effect)

Uses paragraphs to organise ideas. 

In narrative writing, describe settings and characters and create atmosphere

In non-narrative writing, use simple devices to create structure (headings, subheadings, bullet points)

Use the correct tense throughout a piece of writing

Use a wide range of different clause structures

Use a range of co-ordinating (and, or, but, so) and subordinating (because, before, when, after, if, as)  
conjunctions to extend sentences
Use a range of different types of fronted adverbials (how, when, where etc), followed by a comma, to create cohesion within and across 
sentences and paragraphs. 

Use a range of different devices (e.g. adverbials, pronouns, synonyms) to build cohesion within and across sentences and paragraphs

Use expanded noun phrases, which are selected for their effect on the reader, in order to add detail

Use prepositional phrases and adverbs to add detail, precision and qualification

Using mostly correctly

Capital letters and full stops

Question marks

Exclamation marks

Commas for lists and to mark clauses (after fronted adverbials) 

Making some correct use of
Apostrophes for contraction/possession

Use inverted commas to punctuate direct speech

Spelling most of the Year 3 and 4 word list correctly

Above: Expectations of Year 4 Writing

Above: Our Reading and  
Writing Cycle for Years 1-6.



At Roundhay we use the Read Write Inc. (RWI) programme to get children off to a flying start 
with their reading and writing. RWI is a structured programme which integrates phonics, 
comprehension, writing, grammar, punctuation, vocabulary and handwriting. It helps 
us to create a consistent approach across our school as we all work together to ensure 
our children are confident readers and writers. We are proud of our phonics teaching at 
Roundhay: 100% of our Year 1 pupils achieved the expected standard putting us in the 
top 2% of schools nationally. In December 2020, 100% of our Year 2 pupils also passed the 
delayed phonics screening check.

Phonics



These sessions provide further opportunities for high-quality 
classroom talk, develop the children’s breadth of vocabulary and 
create a love of reading.

Every day, children across school spend 20 minutes exploring language through a fiction 
text, non-fiction text, song, poem or picture book. Over the course of a week in KS2, each 
class reads, evaluates and discusses two different texts before orally making connections 
(text-to-text, text-to-self and text-to-world) between the two texts that they have read.  In 
KS1, children repeatedly rehearse a text so that, by the end of the week, they are able to 
recite it off by heart and use their newly-acquired vocabulary in their learning. Whether 
taking place in KS1 or KS2, these sessions provide further opportunities for high-quality 
classroom talk, develop the children’s breadth of vocabulary and create a love of reading 
amongst our pupils. Additionally, the sessions support our children to find their reader 
identity, critique and evaluate books, and make recommendations to others.

Talk through Stories (KS1) and 
Reading Rituals (KS2) sessions



We believe that every child is a mathematician.  
Our curriculum focuses on developing fluency 
and reasoning, and teaching children how to 
problem-solve. Children have daily practice of 
key arithmetic skills in our ten-minute Masters 
at Arithmetic sessions. These encourage 
children to recall and apply key procedures 
that will enable accuracy and success during 
the more challenging problems they will 
encounter in their Maths lessons.

In our Maths lessons, children focus on one 
single objective for which we expect all 
children to achieve mastery. Lessons are 
carefully structured to ensure understanding 
builds on children’s starting points. Maths 
can often include some challenging, abstract 
concepts so lessons use different concrete 
and pictorial representations to underpin 
children’s learning. Across school, children 
are able to use resources such as Numicon, 
Base 10 blocks, and Cuisenaire rods whilst 
they are developing their understanding in 
lessons. Teachers model how to complete 

Maths

mathematical procedures and how to reason 
mathematically. Following the teacher’s 
instruction, children have ample guided and 
collaborative practice before independently 
practising and applying their new learning 
independently. In each lesson, children 
encounter challenging reasoning and 
problem-solving activities which deepen 
their understanding of the lesson objective. 
Teachers intervene daily for any child who 
doesn’t achieve mastery during the lesson,  
so that no children fall behind.
 
Our aim is to build children’s confidence with 
Maths and so our curriculum contains many 
opportunities for children to recall and practise 
their learning. Each week, we have a Masters 
at Arithmetic Quiz and a Problem Solving Quiz, 
which build children’s fluency and resilience. 
We also place a great emphasis on children 
being able to recall key facts such as number 
bonds and times tables. We expect all children 
to be able to answer any times table fact up to 
12 x 12 by the end of Year 4.



We use Times Table Rockstars for children to develop their fluency and children love to beat 
teachers’ speeds!

Above: An example of 
progression across year 
groups for year 1-6.

Left: An example of our
Year 6 lesson overview.



• Living things do things to keep themselves 
alive. Children learn about the processes 
plants and animals do to stay alive and 
healthy, such as learning about nutrition, 
staying healthy, digestion, evolution, and 
reproduction. 

• Living things exist on different scales 
from the cellular to the species level, with 
each part having a function. Children learn 
all about the different parts of plants and 
animals and what their function is, such as 
the role of flowers in plant reproduction, or 
the stomach in digestion. They also learn 
about classification and diversity. 

• Everything in the universe is made of 
‘stuff’ and different ‘stuff’ has different 
properties. The children’s understanding of 
chemistry is developed through exploring 
different types of materials and their 
properties with increasing sophistication. 
As children reach Year 5, they begin to 
understand how materials can change their 

Science

state, and how materials can be mixed 
together to form new materials. 

• Objects can affect other objects at a 
distance or by touching them. Children 
learn about different forces such as friction, 
gravity and water resistance. They evaluate 
the effect of these forces and how they can 
be helpful or a hindrance to humans. 

• Light, sound and electricity are all forms 
of energy. Children learn about different 
forms of energy and the many phenomena 
associated with them. 

• The Earth is made of different materials 
and is affected by other things in the solar 
system. Children learn about the Earth’s 
composition and how different rocks are 
formed. They also learn about the other 
bodies in the solar system and how the 
positions of the Sun, Earth and Moon can 
be explained.

Science is all about children learning to understand the world around them. Our Science 
curriculum breaks the National Curriculum into six ‘Big ideas of Science’. These are:



Above: An ooverview of the progression 
of knowledge in one strange of our 
science curriculum

As they progress through school, children 
learn the key knowledge and understanding 
which underpin these ideas, in addition to 
developing their working scientifically skills. 
Children learn the scientific method of how to 
ask and answer questions, make predictions, 
carry out investigations, gather data, and use 
evidence to make conclusions.

Our lesson sequences have been carefully 
designed to enable children to build on 
previously taught concepts and their existing 
understanding. Teachers then tailor lessons 
to respond to children’s ideas. Each lesson 
contains demonstrations or practical activities 
linked to the concept being taught, so that 
children can explore and experiment with the 
challenging ideas contained in the curriculum. 

We place a great emphasis on children 
learning and using correct scientific vocabulary 
and terminology and we encourage children to 
speak like scientists by modelling high-quality 
exploratory language.

In addition to teaching the core substantive 
ideas of science, children also learn about 
key scientists from around the world, who 
have made discoveries and contributed to 
our current understanding of the ‘big ideas’. 
We place a great emphasis on the diversity of 
scientists as we want all of our children to see 
themselves in our curriculum and believe that 
they are capable of great scientific discoveries 
too. Science is taught weekly throughout  
the year.

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4
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Above: Examples of progression in two
aspects of the Science curriculum.

Progression in Working Scientifically

Strand KS1 LKS2 UKS2

Questioning, predicting 
and planning

• Ask a question about 
something they have seen 

• Attempt to answer a 
question based on  
own experience 

• Suggest or demonstrate 
a way of finding out the 
answer to a question. 

• Follow a suggestion to find 
an answer to a question. 

• Choose a way of answering 
a question from a range of 
options.

• Ask a question, beginning 
with different Wh- words, 
that can be answered by an 
investigation. 

• Consider and decide on 
best way to answer a 
question (link to enquiry 
types). 

• Choose suitable equipment

• Suggest a question that can 
be investigated.  

• Plan a suitable enquiry  
to answer a question.  

• Make a justified  
prediction based on prior 
learning. Identify and 
control variables 

Observing and 
Recording Evidence

• Choose what they want to 
observe. Describe features 
of things e.g. size, shape, 
smells. 
 • Draw what they see. 
 • Uses egg timers to 
measure time.  

• Uses rulers to measure 
length in m/cm. Use 
magnifying glasses/hand 
lenses to look at something 
and describe it.  

• Describe how something 
changes over time. Record 
results in a prepared table/
format. 

• Take photographs of things 
noticed. Collect things they 
notice. 

• Decide what to observe. 
 • Decide how long to 
observe.  

• Choose appropriate 
equipment.  

• Draw a simple table to 
record findings. Create 
a tally chart to record 
findings. Present findings  
in different ways. 
 • Use a simple graph or  
chart to show results. 
 • Use and decide which 
rulers to use to measure 
length in m/cm/mm 
 • Use a balance to  
measure mass.   

• Use a stopwatch to 
measure time. 
 • Use a thermometer to 
measure temperature. 
 • Use a data logger to  
record temperature,  
light and sound. 
 • Record measurements 
accurately using correct 
units.

• Choose which observation 
should  
be made.  

• Select and use appropriate 
equipment and units to 
make accurate and precise 
measurements. 
 

• Use repeated readings 
to increase precision of 
measurements. 
 

• Choose length of 
observation.  

• Choose appropriate 
method of recording 
evidence. Record 
observations using 
classification keys,  
tables, scatter graphs,  
bar charts, line graphs and 
labelled diagrams. 
 

• Use scientific vocabulary 
during observation.

Science is all about children
learning to understand the
world around them.





Children learn about the geography of their world in Autumn and Summer terms. In the first half 
of the Autumn term, children focus on geography through the lens of ‘community and identity’. 
This involves children learning about communities in Leeds, around the United Kingdom, and 
around the world, and how the geography of these places in entwined with community life.  
Later in the year, children learn about different issues affecting people across the world.  

Each year, children develop their understanding of how geographers think and work through 
being taught how to conduct geographical enquiries as well as learning key practical skills such 
as reading and drawing maps of different scales and sizes. Children gain experience working 
with different types of maps and atlases with increasing complexity, including digital mapping 
software. Additionally, children undertake fieldwork in the local area.

In Autumn 1, children consider the needs of their local community. As a whole school, we  
conduct a ‘Big Clean Up’ where pupils contribute to keeping the school and local environment a 
tidy place. Pupils apply their geographical knowledge and skills in planning this special outcome.

Geography



Autumn 1 Summer 2

Core Value We are Happy We are fit and Ready for our future

UN Sustainable Development Goal Identify and Community Good Health and Wellbeing

Year 1 Our Country Healthy Places 

Year 2 Our World Life of a Child in a Contrasting Place

Year 3 Rivers Water around the World

Year 4 Coast and Country Health around the World

Year 5 Natural Disasters Inequality

Year 6 Climate Change Migration



In History, children learn about the history of 
the British Isles and important civilisations from 
around the world.  In addition to knowledge 
of key people, places and dates, children 
also learn important historical inquiry skills 
such as interpreting sources, establishing 
causation, understanding change over time 
and chronology. Underpinning our curriculum  
are the wonderful stories which provide a 
narration of both British and World History  
for our children.

In Key Stage 1, children develop their 
understanding of the past and how things 
were different to modern life.  They begin 
to understand how things can change over 
time, and how key people and events are 
remembered because of history.  In Key Stage 
2, children learn about periods of  history in 
both Britain and the wider world.
British History covers the first civilisations 
to live in the British Isles, followed by the 
Roman occupation and its legacy. Children 
learn about the Dark Ages and how invaders 
and settlers came to Britain from Germany, 
Scandinavia and France. This understanding 

History

demonstrates to children how early British 
History was shaped by different peoples and 
cultures and how many features of modern life 
can be attributed to these times. Children also 
learn about the theme of power and justices 
across history, in addition to the causes and 
consequences of conflict in the 20th century.  
Children learn about these topics through 
a wide enquiry question, and each lesson 
provides a mini-enquiry to piece together 
the important information from each topic.

World History teaches children about the 
many different civilisations which existed 
throughout history.  Children learn about the 
different ways of life in Ancient Egypt, Ancient 
Greece and Medieval Baghdad, and the legacy 
belonging to each of these civilisations. This 
is an important opportunity to learn about the 
history and legacies of other countries and 
cultures and to be able to compare these 
with British history during the same periods 
and eras. Children also study an aspect of the 
history and geography of Leeds during Leeds 
Week in the Spring term.



Autumn 2 Summer 1

Core Value We are Safe We show Respect

UN Sustainable Development Goal Peace, Conflict, Security Power and Justice

Year 1 Then and Now Explorers and Discoverers

Year 2 Great Fire of London Significant People 

Year 3 Pre-historic Britain Ancient Egypt

Year 4 The Roman Occupation of Britain Ancient Greece

Year 5 Anglo-Saxon, Scots 
and Vikings Leeds and the Industrial Revolution

Year 6 Conflict in the 20th Century Golden Age of Islam



In the first half of the Spring term, children develop their design and technology 
skills and understanding by developing a product linked to the theme of sustainability. 
Children explore and analyse existing designs, develop their own ideas, conduct focused, 
practical tasks to develop their making skills, and then utilise all of their learning to design 
and make a purposeful product. Across their time at primary, children learn a range of skills 
linked to cutting and joining, as well as ambitious skills such as Batik.

Reception: Hand puppets
Year 1: Card with levers
Year 2: T-shirts
Year 3: Photo Frames
Year 4: Plastic lamps
Year 5: Bags for Life
Year 6: Prototype ‘Clean’-Energy Vehicles

Children present their finished product in a DT Showcase involving members 
of the wider school community.

DT



Design – Know more Make – Do more 

• Know how to use research to develop and develop design 
criteria to inform the design of a functional and appealing 
underwater, plastic themed night light for the target 
market 

• Consider different ways in which they can creatively record 
their planning to engage an audience 

• Select from and use a wider range of tools and equipment to 
perform practical tasks considering design criteria  

• Select from and use a wider range of materials and 
components, including construction materials, textiles begin 
to select these according to their functional properties and 
aesthetic qualities 

Evaluate – Know more Technical Knowledge – Know more

• Use investigations of existing products to inform planning 
of their own product.  

• Check their work as it develops and modify approach in 
light of progress.   

• Discuss how well their product meets the design criteria 
and the needs of the user.

• Understand and use electrical systems in their products 
for example, series circuits incorporating switches, bulbs, 
buzzers and motors

Cooking and Nutrition

• To understand which food groups need to be placed together to build a healthy diet   

• To plan and prepare two savoury dishes/products using a variety of techniques   

Children learn a range of 
skills linked to cutting and
joining, as well as ambitious 
skills such as Batik.

Above: a snap shot of the Year 4 DT 
curriculum showing how our children know 
more, remember more and can do more!



Above: The interrelated dimensions of music are taught 
in a sequential way throughout school, as outlined above, 
supporting children to master this key knowledge.  

Our Music curriculum is design to engage and 
inspire all pupils to develop a love of music 
and to nurture their musical talent. Through 
participation in stimulating musical activities, 
pupils will increase their self-confidence, 
creativity, musical skills and knowledge. By 
exploring a world of music, pupils will develop 
a cultural understanding beyond their own 
experience.  

We use the Charanga scheme of work and 
resources to deliver our music curriculum. 

Music

Children engage in weekly music lessons 
which cover the important components of 
listening and appraising, performing and 
composing.  

In addition to our weekly music lessons, during 
Spring 2, when we focus on performing arts, 
each year group experiences an intensive 
instrumental programme delivered by our 
team of expert staff.   





Art is a popular and important part of our 
curriculum. Each half term, children have 
four art lessons where they practise and 
develop different artistic skills such as 
sketching, sculpting and painting. We work 
with a professional artist to develop bespoke 
teaching sequences linked to the half term’s 
core text and core value. For example, children 
learn about a range of different artists from 

Art

different backgrounds and cultures during 
Spring 2’s core value of ‘We Celebrate 
Diversity’. These teaching sequences plan 
backwards from an intended outcome so 
that children can master each stage of the 
composition. Teachers and children are 
rightly proud of the fantastic outcomes they 
achieve, which adorn the walls of our halls and 
corridors, and are celebrated in our art gallery.



Roundhay School Drawing Progress

Year 
Group Use of Sketchbooks Sketchbooks

Year 1 Begin to demonstrate their ideas through sketches 
in their sketchbooks 

Show experiments using a variety of media to 
develop techniques. E.g. pencils, pastels, charcoal 
etc

Year 2 Create links with an artist and show this in their 
sketchbooks

Year 3 Use their sketchbooks to express feelings about a 
subject and to describe likes and dislikes 

Create notes in their sketch books about 
techniques used by artists 

Suggest improvements to their work by keeping 
notes in their sketch books



Roundhay School Drawing Progress

Year 
Group Use of Sketchbooks Sketchbooks

Year 4 Produce a mood board to inspire and influence 
their work 

Use their sketch books to adapt and improve their 
original ideas 

Create notes about the purpose of their work in 
their sketch books 

Evaluate their learning and record in sketchbooks

Year 5 Experiment with different styles which artists have 
used 

Use their sketchbooks as a mode to record the 
learning journey  

Use their sketchbooks to explore and practice a 
range of materials, record ideas and experiment 

Compare sketchbook ideas and give supportive 
and constructive feedback on peer’s development

Year 6 Use their sketchbooks to record detailed notes 
and quotes explaining their drawings and ideas 
(E.g. Mood boards) 

Compare their methods to those of others and 
keep notes in their sketch books 

Adapt and refine their work to reflect its meaning 
and purpose





From Year 3, children begin their journey of learning Spanish.  Our curriculum focuses on key 
themes which are relevant and useful to the children, such as family, school and travel.  We 
expect children to memorise key vocabulary each term, which they will encounter frequently 
across Key Stage 2.  Children also learn the key letters and sounds of Spanish, as well as how 
to manipulate sentence structures to express their ideas independently.  We emphasise the 
importance of excellent pronunciation and children have lots of practice in reading, writing, 
speaking and listening.  Songs, rhymes and stories accompany the delivery of the curriculum 
in weekly lessons across the year.  Learning Spanish at the primary campus prepares children 
for continued study in Key Stage 3 as well as teaching them the strategies to help them learn 
additional languages in the future. 

MFL



Roundhay Primary: Spanish Year 3

(Nouns and gender) School: Subjects and Opinions 

¿Qué asignaturas te gustan? What subjects do you like?  

Me gusta 
Me gusta mucho  
No me gusta  
 

Me encanta 

la educación física  
la geografía / la historia   
la informática   
la música  
la religión  
la tecnología  
el inglés / el español  
el dibujo

I like  
I like a lot 
I don’t like  

I love

PE 
geography/ history 
ICT 
music 
RE 
technology 
English/ Spanish 
art

porque es aburrido/ aburrida  
divertido/ divertida  
difícil  
fácil   
interesante

because it is boring 
fun 
difficult 
easy 
interesting

(No) me gustan 
Me encantan 

las ciencias  
las matemáticas

I (don’t) like  
I love

science 
maths 

porque son aburridos/ aburridas  
divertidos/ divertidas  
difíciles  
fáciles   
interesantes  

because they are boring 
fun 
difficult 
easy 
interesting

Key sounds:  

rr (aburrido/ burro/ perro/ zorro/ marrón) gi (tecnología/ religión/ gimnasia/ girasol)

We encourage children to 
play with the language and  
be brave in developing their
confidence.

Above: A snapshot of the Year 3 
MFL curriculum.



Children use our computing suite and technology in the classroom to develop their computing 
skills and understanding by working on a project relating to either computer science, digital 
literacy or information technology. Children learn to use a range of devices such as laptops and 
iPads, and complete projects where they write algorithms, debug codes, present information, 
and much more. Our exciting Computing curriculum teaches the key skills children need to apply 
in their finished outcomes, which relate to their learning across the curriculum. For example, Year 
3 children learn how to use animation to model the water cycle. Across the year, all children are 
taught the importance of e-safety, for which we spend an entire week focusing on safe  
usage of the internet and teach children how to stay safe online.

Computing

Every computing lesson starts with a 
spotlight on e-safety, to prepare our 
children for life in the digital world.



RoundhayC omputing Long Term Plans

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

1

2

3 

Use inputs, 
selection, loops, 

sensing, costume 
changes and 
broadcasts.

Program inputs,
selection, sensing, 
random variables, 

operators for 
direction and data 

variables for 
scoring.

Program distance 
sensing and 
movement.

Work with variables 
and various forms of 

input and output.

Debug programs 
that accomplish 

goals. (correcting 
errors) 

Use selection, data 
variables and 

operators.

Program a virtual 
robot using Scratch 

blocks.

Program 
keyboard/touch 

screen inputs,
selection (conditions), 

loops and random 
variables for 

unpredictability 
(operators).

Program inputs for 
control, selection 
(conditions) and 

sensing for 
interaction and data
variables for scoring

and a game timer.

Program inputs with 
loops, selection and 

sensing for 
interactions.

Design, write and 
debug programs that 
accomplish speciÞc 

goals. (Including 
outputs)

Use repetition in 
programs.

Work with various 
form of inputs; 

keyboard, mouse and 
touch screen.

Write programs to 
simulate physical 

systems.

Program 
movements.

Program outputs for 
audio or text.

Find errors in a 
program.

Program inputs.

Program 
selection/conditions 

(if one sprite hits 
another).

Place instructions 
into the correct order 
(sequence) to make 

something work.

Use direction arrows 
to move an 

on-screen object 
(character/sprite) to 
achieve an objective.

Predict a route and 
sequence direction 

commands 
(algorithm) to achieve 
an objective. Correct 

the errors if 
necessary (debug).

Predict a route and 
sequence distance 

commands to 
program an 

on-screen object to 
achieve an objective.

Predict and 
sequence movement 
and pen commands 

to program the 

2D shapes.

Sequence code 
blocks, including 
movements and 

execute (start 
program) blocks to 
write a program to 

achieve an objective.

4 
Work withm ultiple 

sprites to send 
broadcast messages 

between them.

Program list 
variables that 

chooses randomly.

Program inputs, 
outputs, loops, 

selection 
(conditions), sensing 

and variables.

5

6

yC

Above: Progression in one strand 
of our Computing curriculum.



Broad Aims of our PE Curriculum

Our curriculum is founded on pupils’ learning, enjoying and playing whilst developing 
a passion for sport and exercise. It is designed to inspire all our learners to engage 
in challenging individual and team physical activities, as well as understanding the 
importance of health and well-being for life.  

Quality first teaching using a rigorous holistic scheme ‘Complete PE’, leads to high 
quality outcomes in PE so that children excel in a broad range of physical activities.  

Throughout EYFS and KS1 children develop fundamental movement skills, become 
increasingly competent and confident and access a broad range of opportunities to 
extend their agility, balance and coordination both individually and with others. By end 
of KS2 children are expected to know, apply and understand the skills and processes 
that are taught so that they develop competence to excel in a broad range of physical 
activities.  

Key skills are taught explicitly so that children understand the steps to success and 
have plentiful opportunities to apply these steps across the primary phase. 

Our curriculum meets the needs of our diverse cohort by providing opportunities to 
engage in a range of sports and games, offering tools to help support their learning and 
providing multiple opportunities across the school day for being physically active so 
that all children make progress in PE. 

The skills and processes that are taught are based around our core values so that 
children are inspired to succeed and excel in competitive sport and other physically 
demanding activities. 

We provide opportunities to compete in sport and other activities so that children build 
character and help to embed values such as teamwork, fairness, respect and resilience.  

Our curriculum provides opportunities for pupils to become physically confident so that 
it supports their health and fitness. 

Children are physically active for sustained periods of time throughout the school day 
so that they lead healthy, active lifestyles.  

Links with the wider curriculum (Science, Personal Development and DT- cooking) 
enable children to learn and develop their understanding of how to lead a healthy, 
active lifestyle. 

Our Vision for PE in Primary:



Above: Progression in one strand 
of the P.E. curriculum.



At Roundhay, the PSHE curriculum is 
embedded in our whole school ethos 
and culture. ‘It is underpinned by the 4Rs 
(responsible, Resilient, Ready to Learn and 
Roundhay). Each half term, the whole school 
focuses on one of our core values, which is 
threaded throughout the wider curriculum 
as well as specific lessons and assemblies. 
Everything we do aims to build children’s 
confidence in their self-image, sense of 
purpose and understanding of the world in a 
drive to ensure that Roundhay pupils are ready 
and fit for their futures.

Key features of our Relationships and Health 
Education are taught through our inspiring 
Strength of Character weekly lessons. These 
are delivered in an age-appropriate way with 
high-quality resources and texts that help add 
meaning to the messages being discussed.  

Strength of Character

Our Strength of Character curriculum is 
bespoke to our school and designed with 
Roundhay pupils’ needs in mind; it is further 
deepened by talk to promote the sharing of 
opinions and confidence in our young people.  
A wide variety of areas are explored, both 
inside and outside of the classroom, which are 
further enriched by theme weeks throughout 
the year; some huge successes have included 
Raising Aspirations, Religious Diversity and 
Fitness in Five weeks. It is important for 
children to recognise their own achievements 
in their Personal Development so each child 
regularly updates their targets in our very own 
Strength of Character Passports. Moreover, 
each cohort can record their Personal 
Development journeys or proud moments in 
their year group’s floorbook.

Personal Development



We are a Thrive school and use their key 
principles on a whole school level. This 
involves classroom provision, within our 
behaviour strategies, whole class teaching or 
smaller group work. We recognise pupils as 
individuals so our teaching team and highly- 
skilled pastoral team use Thrive strategies 
to ensure children’s needs are met. Whole 
class Talk Time sessions allow a safe space 
to discuss aspects that are specific to the 
needs of each individual class. For those that 
need additional support, they enjoy small 
group or 1:1 sessions to support vulnerable 
children’s needs. Roundhay Primary Campus 

builds relationships with pupils and their 
families to ensure their Personal Development 
is strengthened. We do this through aspects 
such as Inspire sessions where children and 
parents participate in a joint project together at 
school; weekend events such as tree planting 
on the school site; parent forum meetings; and 
visits or communication with other schools 
or local establishments such as care homes.  
Listening to our community and pupils helps 
us to meet their needs and give pupils a voice.  
Our Pupil Ambassadors and Junior Leadership 
Team also play key roles in this mission.



RE is an important part of our curriculum. 
Each half term, children have a minimum of 
two RE afternoons, where they cover the key 
objectives taken from the agreed RE syllabus 
for Leeds, ‘Believing and Belonging’. 

The ‘Believing and Belonging’ syllabus 
includes two key elements. Firstly, it is about 
beliefs and values. It aims to develop pupils’ 
understanding of world faiths and other 
beliefs, exploring their commonality and 
diversity. Secondly, it is about belonging. 
It aims to nurture pupils’ awareness of the 
treasury of diversity as well as sensitivity to 
the questions and challenges that different 
views and cultures can present. Ultimately, we 
all share a common humanity and we share 
this patch of Earth. Engaging and stimulating 
RE helps to nurture informed and resilient 
responses to misunderstanding, stereotyping 
and division. It offers a place in the curriculum 
where ‘risky’ questions can be tackled within a 
safe but challenging context.

At Roundhay, we know that RE plays an 
important role in ensuring that children are fit 
and ready for their future. RE lessons enhance 

RE

their spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development by: 

• Developing awareness of the fundamental 
questions raised by human experiences, 
and of how religious teachings can relate  
to them

• Responding to such questions with 
reference to the teachings and practices  
of religions and other belief systems, 
relating them to their own understanding 
and experience 
 

• Reflecting on their own beliefs, values and 
experiences in the light of their study

RE lessons at Roundhay are fully embedded 
in our ethos of talk. Children are encouraged 
to share their experiences, thoughts and 
questions and these are discussed in a safe 
and nurturing environment. Rigorous RE 
lessons, covering the different world religions, 
views and belief systems, are taught alongside 
nurturing tolerance, respect, empathy and 
kindness - traits which are at the core of the 
Roundhay ethos.



Religious Education at Roundhay

Autumn Spring Summer

EYFS Where do we live and  
who lives there?

How are special times 
celebrated?
 
What makes a good 
helper? 

What can we see in 
our wonderful world? 

Who and what are  
special to us? 

Year 1 Which books and 
stories are special?

How do we celebrate 
special events?
 
What does it mean to 
belong to a church or 
mosque? 

How and why do we 
care for others?
 
Who brought messages 
about God and what 
did they say? 

Year 2 How is new life 
welcomed?

How can we make 
good choices?
 
How and why do 
people pray? 

How can we look after 
the planet?
 
What did Jesus teach 
and how did he live? 

Year 3 How do Jews remember 
God’s covenant with 
Abraham and Moses?

What is spirituality and 
how do people 
experience this?
 
What do Christians 
believe about a 
good life? 

What do the creation 
stories tell us?
 
Who can inspire us? 

Year 4 How are important 
events remembered?

What faiths are shared 
in our community?

How do the Five Pillars 
guide Muslims?

Why are Gurus at the 
heart of Sikh belief and 
practice?

Year 5 Why are some journeys 
and places special?

What values are shown in 
codes for living?
 
Should we forgive others?

What do Christians 
believe about the old 
and new covenants?

Year 6 How do Sikh’s show 
commitment?

What do Christians 
believe about Jesus’ 
death and resurrection?
 
How does growing up 
bring responsibilities? 

How do Jews remember 
the Kings and Prophets 
in worship and life?

Within each of these units, the children learn about a range of different religions including: 
Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, Sikhism, Judaism and other spiritual beliefs.
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