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WELCOME
Roundhay Sixth Form has consistently secured some of the most 
impressive results in the country, and we are delighted to have  been 
awarded the official “World Class Schools” designation in 
recognition of this continued success. We offer the highest levels of 
support to ensure that our students secure the best possible grades 
with so many moving on to top universities or to secure quality 
training or employment opportunities. 

Despite this excellent track record, we are not an ‘exam factory’ and a large 
number of students comment on the positive relationships and huge 
opportunities outside the classroom.  Our dedicated staff will do ‘whatever it 
takes’ for our students and work hard to ensure that Roundhay students 
develop both personally and academically.  We are proud to say that a real 
strength of Roundhay Sixth Form is that we support our students to become 
well-rounded, caring and confident citizens equipped for the challenges that lie 
ahead. 

I am delighted that you are considering Roundhay Sixth Form and hope that 
you will see that it is a remarkable place.  I can assure you that if you do decide 
to join, we will work tirelessly to ensure that we repay the trust you place in us.

We hope that, in the short space available here, we have given you a flavour of 
our school and Sixth Form community.  If you wish to find out more, then 
please visit our website or contact us directly.  Our Sixth Form team will be 
happy to discuss with you the range of opportunities available in our Sixth 
Form.

With very best wishes,

Mr Matthew Partington
Headteacher

“Sixth formers 
are the young 

men and women 
who set the tone 

for the entire 
school 

community.”
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Miss S. Billinge
Assistant Headteacher
Director of Sixth Form

Mrs R. Melville
Assistant Director of

Sixth Form

THE SIXTH FORM TEAM
At Roundhay, our Sixth Form experience aims to inspire you to be the best you can be.

Our curriculum offers high academic challenge within a very supportive environment, where you will become 
independent learners who are responsible, resilient and ready to learn.

Beyond the classroom you will be encouraged to develop employability skills and be ambitious for your future career.
The majority of our students successfully progress to higher education, where they graduate from universities across 
the country, in courses from medicine to law and social sciences to engineering.  

For those looking to other options, we offer a range of opportunities to explore the world of work through work 
experience and an insight into apprenticeships and employment.   

We believe that we offer a vibrant, friendly and diverse community with a different perspective on school life as you 
know it.  As you bridge the gap between school and the world beyond, you will be supported every step of your 
journey with us by an outstanding team of subject specialists, tutors and an extensive Sixth Form Team.  

Thank you for considering Roundhay Sixth Form.  We are certain that whatever courses you choose you will 
thoroughly enjoy your time here.
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“Our curriculum offers 
a broad range of A 
level and vocational 
courses, taught by 

expert staff.”
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A LEARNING ENVIRONMENT
Our recently extended multi-million pound 
campus provides our Sixth Form with fantastic 
facilities. This includes the ‘Study Zone’ for 
independent study, a modern lecture theatre 
for assemblies and enrichment lessons in 
addition to new state of the art classrooms and 
computing facilities. 

Our KS5 curriculum offers a broad range of A level and 
vocational courses, taught by expert staff. Most 
students start Year 12 with three main subjects, 
although some students may start with four main 
subjects. You can choose to study all A level courses, all 
vocational courses, or a combination of both.

A Level Courses
A levels are linear courses, which means that they are 
assessed by external exams at the end of the two year 
course.

Vocational Level 3 Courses 
Vocational courses give students the skills to progress 
to higher education or employment through more 
applied learning. They have a greater coursework 
element although they will also contain a written 
examined component.

We offer BTEC courses that are equivalent to one A level 
(the Single Award known as an Extended Certificate) 

and courses equivalent to two A levels (the Double 
Award known as a Diploma). We also offer the level 3 
Cambridge Technical course in IT equivalent to either 
one or two A levels and an accredited Level 3 Food 
and Nutrition course.

Extended Project Qualification (EPQ)
The EPQ provides the opportunity to stretch students 
through the planning, research and evaluation of an 
individual project. The EPQ is awarded UCAS points 
and is valued by universities. Our students have 
recently picked titles including:
Will Brexit have a beneficial impact on the UK's 
economy?

Is gambling rational behaviour?

Is the China-Africa relationship more beneficial than 
harmful?

Core Maths  
Core Maths helps to develop mathematical skills and 
thinking and supports courses such as A-level 
Psychology, Sciences and Geography. It attracts UCAS 
points equivalent to an AS qualification. This course is 
optional for most students.  However, it may form part 
of our curriculum offer for some students depending 
on the GCSE grades they achieve.  
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SUPPORT, GUIDANCE
AND PROGRESSION
One of the strengths of our Sixth 
Form is the outstanding pastoral 
care that facilitates both academic 
and personal achievement. We 
have an experienced team of staff 
to support you in becoming a 
successful independent sixth form 
student and in making the 
transition to university or 
employment. 

Student progress is monitored regularly and 
is communicated to both students and 
parents/carers. Behind every student there 
is an individual story and we ensure that one 
to one discussions help each student to 
understand exactly how to improve their 
performance.

We are experienced in providing advice and 
guidance with applications to higher 
education and enjoy a good record of 
success to competitive courses, Oxford, 
Cambridge and other Russell Group 
institutions. All students access advice and 
guidance on university applications through 
our enrichment programme.  In addition to 
this we run a bespoke selection of events 
and opportunities to support students in 

making Oxbridge and competitive course 
applications.  Former students regularly stay 
in touch, perhaps testament to the positive 
experience that they enjoyed at Roundhay 
and often share their own experience with 
our current students.  

Supporting students with the next step of 
their career is a priority of the Sixth Form 
experience at Roundhay.  All students are 
offered one to one independent careers 
guidance in addition to the support of our 
own Sixth Form Careers and Work 
Experience Manager.  Our students 
regularly engage in opportunities to gain an 
insight into a wide range of careers from the 
start of Year 12.  For students seeking 
alternatives to university, we run a bespoke 
programme of support to explore 
apprenticeships and employability.  

Our week-long work experience placement 
in Y12, arranged by you in the industry of 
your choice, gives you the opportunity to 
gain experience, enhance university and 
employment applications and get a real 
insight into the world of work. Our Sixth 
Form Careers and Work Experience 
Manager will guide you through this process.
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ENRICHMENT &
EXTRA-CURRICULAR
OPPORTUNITIES
Through these sessions we explore how to become a successful independent 
learner, health and well-being, preparation for life in modern Britain and an 
extensive programme to support progression to university or employment.

All sixth form students take part in our community engagement programme; supporting an activity within 
the Roundhay community.  We offer various activities in school including a Paired Reading Scheme, In-Class 
Support, Academic Mentoring and opportunities for Sports Leaders, Creative Performing Arts and at our 
Primary Campus. Our students take part in national programmes such as The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, 
The National Citizenship Service and The Social Mobility Foundation. The opportunity to travel and explore 
different cultures exists through trips, most recently including: the History trip to Berlin, the Science trip to 
Geneva, the Geography trip to Morocco and other destinations within the UK.

The Sixth Form Leadership Team gives students the opportunity to develop their leadership skills and the 
responsibility to organise events and fundraising within school.  We regularly support causes such as the 
Macmillan Coffee Morning, Children in Need, The Trussell Trust, Inside Out Day for mental health charities 
and Sport Relief.  The Active Well-being Committee are themselves active in organising various sporting 
tournaments for sixth form students to enjoy.  
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ADMISSION
INTO
SIXTH FORM
To be successful in the Sixth Form 
students must meet the academic 
requirements of their chosen courses. 
Details of all entry requirements can be 
found along with course details in the 
following pages. 

Please note that it is not always possible to meet the 
individual subject preferences of all applicants. 
Furthermore, the school reserves the right to 
withdraw a course if there are insufficient numbers.

Applications to join Roundhay Sixth Form should be 
made through the online application form on our 
website. Applications can be submitted from 16 
October 2021 to 31 January 2022

We hope that our prospectus has given you a flavour 
of our Sixth Form and that you look forward to 
exploring your future with us. For further information 
on applications, please contact Mrs Van Norman on:

01133931225 or sixthform@roundhayschool.com
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COURSE
GUIDE
The following pages provide an 
outline of the courses that we offer 
as part of our curriculum.  Our 
advice and guidance encourages 
students to make choices that are 
the most appropriate for each 
individual. We would therefore 
encourage students to look carefully 
at the subject requirements listed 
below in addition to the general 
entry requirements.

General Entry 
Requirements
Students must achieve a minimum of 
5 subjects at GCSE grades 4 or 
above AND the following subject 
specific requirements.
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Art, Craft and Design -
Photography

Ideally GCSE Art or Design or Media grade 5
or BTEC Art & Design Level 2 merit

4 4

4 4

4 4

5 5

5 4

16

Art and Design -
Textiles

Ideally GCSE Art or DT grade 5
or BTEC Art & Design Level 2 merit 

17

Art, Craft and Design GCSE Art or Design grade 5 or
BTEC Art & Design Level 2 merit

18

Science grades 6 6 (including biology if triple
science is taken) *See multiple science requirement 

Biology19

Business grade 4 if taken at GCSE
Business BTEC not accepted

6 5

4 5

6 5

5 5

5 5

4 5

Science grades 6 6 (including chemistry if triple
science is taken) *See multiple science requirement

6 4 Computer Science grade 6 if taken at GCSE

Film Studies grade 4 if taken at GCSE

English Literature grade 5 

5 5 Geography grade 5 if taken at GCSE

History grade 5 if taken at GCSE

5 5

5 5

7 5

5 5 French grade 6 if taken at GCSE

7 5

Business20

Chemistry23

Computer Science24

Drama and Theatre Studies25

Economics26

English Language27

English Literature28

Film Studies29

French31

Further Mathematics32

Geography33

A Level Courses Maths English Lang. Subject Specific

MINIMUM GCSE REQUIREMENTS

Government and Politics34

History37

Mathematics40
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*  Students wishing to study multiple science A levels should have GCSE science grades 6 7 to study two 
sciences and GCSE grades 7 7 to study three sciences at A level.   

Music42

Physics44

Psychology45

Vocational Courses Single Awards Minimum GCSE Requirements

Applied Science Science grades 4 414

Business Business GCSE grade 4 or BTEC level 2
merit if taken 

21

Health and Social Care35

Information Technology38

Performing Arts43

Sport49

Travel and Tourism50

Vocational Courses Double Awards Minimum GCSE Requirements

Applied Science15

Business22

Health and Social Care36

Information Technology39

Music grade 6 if taken at GCSE or distinction in Level 2
BTEC Music or equivalent instrumental/vocal/theory grade 

4 5

Science grades 5 55 5

Religious Studies (Philosophy and Ethics)46 Grade 5 in RS if studied at GCSE4 5

Science grades 5 44 4

Business GCSE grade 4 or BTEC merit if taken4 4

Food Science and Nutrition30 Science grade 44 4

BTEC Health and Social Care or
Child Development level 2 merit if taken

4 4

4 4

4 4

4 4

Related GCSE grade 4 or relevant experience

BTEC Travel and Tourism level 2 pass if taken

4 4

Science grade 4 or PE grade 4 or
Cambridge National pass at level 2 or higher 

4 4

4 4

BTEC Health and Social Care or
Child Development level 2 merit if taken

4 4

4 4

Science grades 6 6 (including Physics if triple
science is taken) *See multiple science requirement

6 5

Media Studies41 Media grade 4 if taken at GCSE4 5

Sociology47

Spanish48 Spanish grade 6 if taken at GCSE5 5

Sociology grade 5 if taken at GCSE4 5
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APPLIED SCIENCE
BTEC EXTENDED CERTIFICATE SINGLE AWARD

Awarding Body: PEARSON

What will I do on the course?

This course will be of relevance to anyone who is interested in 
exploring science to greater depth and developing their 
practical skills. 

There are 4 units covered across years 12 and 13:

1. Principles and Applications of Science I 
This is an externally assessed unit covering some of the 
fundamental core science concepts in biology, chemistry and 
physics.

2. Practical Scientific Procedures and Techniques
This unit will be assessed using four assignments. All 
assignments will involve practical work. Students will carry out 
investigations, collect results, analyse and interpret the data as 
well as make detailed evaluations. 

3. Science Investigative Skills
This is essentially a skills-based unit in which learners will gain 
all the skills necessary to plan and carry out a scientific 
investigation, and to process and analyse the results. 

8. Physiology of Human Body Systems 
In this unit learners will study the physical and chemical systems 
in the human body. Many learners looking for a career in 
nursing, medicine sports or veterinary sciences will be 
interested and excited by the topics in this unit 
(musculoskeletal, lymphatic and digestive), how the systems 
function and what occurs when disease or dysfunction affects 
the systems.

How is the course assessed?

Units 1 and 3 are externally marked examination assessments 
that take place in January of year 12 and 13.
Units 2 and 8 are internally marked. 
All units are marked as Pass, Merit or Distinction.  

What can I do with this course?

Designed for learners who are interested in learning about the 
sector alongside other fields of study, with a view to 
progressing to a wide range of higher education courses, not 
necessarily in applied science. It gives learners the knowledge, 
understanding and skills they need for employment.

A BTEC in Applied Science can lead to a career in: Health 
Care, Scientific Research, Forensics and other scientific 
disciplines.
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APPLIED SCIENCE
BTEC DIPLOMA DOUBLE AWARD

Awarding Body: PEARSON

What will I do on the course?

This course will be of relevance to anyone who is interested in 
exploring science to greater depth and developing their 
practical skills. It would be of particular interest to those 
pursuing a career as a technician in the science sector or 
possibly nursing.

The course follows the same 4 units as the extended certif icate 
with 4 additional units that are as follows:

4. Laboratory Techniques and their Application 
(COURSEWORK)

Learners will become familiar with different types of scientific
organisations – for example, laboratories in hospitals and in 
university research departments, contact analysis laboratories, 
science manufacturing and the pharmaceutical sectors.

5. Principles and Applications of Science II  (EXAM)

This is an externally assessed unit. This unit further develops 
the core science concepts in biology, chemistry and physics that 
were assessed in unit 1. 

6. Investigative Project (COURSEWORK)

This is a practical unit which gives learners the opportunity to 
carry out a practical investigative project that they are 
interested in and have chosen in consultation with the assessor.

9. Human Regulation and Reproduction (COURSEWORK)

This unit will allow learners to understand how homeostasis 
maintains a stable environment within the body for the 
nervous, cardiovascular, respiratory, endocrine and 
reproductive systems. It will also give opportunities to 
investigate homeostatic dysfunction.

How is the course assessed?

Units 1,3 and 5 are externally marked examination 
assessments. 
Units 2, 4, 6, 8 and 9 are internally marked. 
All units are marked as Pass, Merit or Distinction.   

What can I do with this course?

This course allows students to progress to a degree or Higher 
Education studies in applied biology, sports science, or other 
Applied Sciences or alternatively to enter a career as a science 
technician.

A BTEC in Applied Science can lead to a career in: Health 
Care, Scientific Research, Forensics and other scientific 
disciplines. 
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ART, CRAFT & DESIGN - PHOTOGRAPHY
A LEVEL

Awarding Body: EDUQAS

What will I do on the course?

Students will explore a wide range of photographic techniques 
throughout Y12 such as portraiture, lighting, motion/freeze, 
photograms, chemigrams, documentary style, film photography, 
developing and printing film, experimental darkroom 
work-scratching, double exposure, liquid light, cyanotypes… to 
name a few, but also work and document their work in a range 
of ways through journals, sketchbook, digital presentations, 
website/blog development and video.

Year 12 

Exploring New Skills

We begin Y12 with our transition project before undertaking a 
series of mini projects covering a range of photographic genres 
and exploring a range of technical, physical and digital skills 
from October to March. This series of investigation and 
experimentation will culminate in a 10 hour controlled 
assessment where students will independently complete their 
portfolios based on feedback. From this students will begin to 
identify the subject matter they would like to focus on for their 
personal investigation.

Year 13

Unit 1- Personal Investigation 60%

Project title to be devised individually based on reflection of 
Y12 skills and topics to research, explore, record and develop 
ideas toward producing a final piece in any chosen 
photographic medium. 1000-3000 word illustrated 
essay/journal. 

Unit 2 –  Externally Set Assignment 40%

Project title chosen from exam board starting points to 
research, explore, record and develop ideas toward producing 
a final piece in any chosen photographic medium. Final piece to 
be completed in a 15 hour controlled assessment.

How is the course assessed?

Structured around the EDUQAS A Level specification 
specialising in photography, the course aims to give a solid 
experience of knowledge, skills and understanding in Year 12 
and continue to develop independence in Year 13, to provide a 
full A level qualification. The A Level consists of one personal 
investigation (60%) which may contain multiple projects, and 
an externally set assignment (40%) a single project with a 
fifteen hour controlled assessment, where students make a final 
piece of work based on a subject they have researched in 
response to a starting point set by the exam board.

What can I do with this course?

An Art A Level qualification in Photography will allow students 
wanting to study any facet of Art at FE or HE to move into their 
desired area of study.  With an Art A Level specialising in 
Photography you will be able to show your potential at 
interview through the portfolio you will develop during your A 
Level course for a wide range or Arts/Media/Photo based 
courses. For example: Architecture, Interior Design, Product 
Design, Games Design, Photography, Journalism, Fine Art, 
Graphic Design, Web Design, Animation, Advertising and 
Marketing, Media, Set Design, Curation, Education (Primary, 
Secondary or HE)…just to name a few.
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ART & DESIGN - TEXTILES
A LEVEL

Awarding Body: WJEC/EDUQAS

What will I do on the course?

This course will be of relevance to anyone who is creative, 
practical and is interested in Textiles and Art and Design and 
who has a desire to produce practical outcomes and 
experiment with art textiles techniques. It is also for students 
with an interest in the History of Design and Art.

Unit 1- Personal Investigation

Students are required to conduct a practical investigation into 
an idea, issue, concept or theme, supported by written material 
of between 1000-3000 words. The practical investigation must 
show clear development from initial intentions to the final 
outcome or outcomes. It must include evidence of the 
student’s ability to visually research and develop ideas and 
relate their work in meaningful ways to relevant 
critical/contextual materials. This can be done in sketchbooks, 
journals, workbooks, toiles etc.

Unit 2 - Externally set assignment

Question papers are issued on 1st February and each question 
paper will consist of a choice of eight questions to be used as 
starting points. Students are required to select one. 
Preparatory work should be presented in any suitable format, 
such as mounted sheets, design sheets, sketchbooks, 
workbooks, journals and models/ toiles. This culminates in a 
final outcome to be completed in the 15 hour practical exam.

How is the course assessed?

Unit 1- Personal Investigation
Work produced for this unit is assessed against the Assessment 
Objectives and is worth 60% of the final grade.

Unit 2 - Externally set assignment
Students will be assessed by a 15 hour practical exam at the 
end of Year 13 which is worth 40% of the final grade.

What can I do with this course?

Many of our students go on to complete a Textiles or Art 
Foundation Course at College or University.  This could then 
lead to a variety of different courses being studied at Degree 
level including Textiles, Fashion Design, Interior Design, Surface 
Decoration, Fashion, Marketing etc. There are numerous career 
opportunities including Design, Marketing,Trend Forecasting, 
Pattern Cutting, Journalism, Garment Technology, Interior 
Design, PR, Merchandising and Buying.
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ART, CRAFT & DESIGN
A LEVEL

Awarding Body: AQA

What will I do on the course?

Students will explore a wide range of materials and techniques 
throughout Y12, such as experimental drawing in B&W and colour, 
painting, 3D ceramics, carving, etching, collograph, mono printing, 
digital manipulation, digital drawing, photography and more.

During the course you will have the opportunity to get involved with 
lots of workshops to extend your experiences such as life drawing, 
gallery visits, a residential London visit, participation in exhibitions 
and exhibiting your work. There are also lots of opportunities to 
utilise your skills in community work, in and out of school.

Year 12

Developing Skills

We begin Y12 with our transition project before undertaking  a skills 
based study project exploring experimental drawing, painting, 
photography, printing, 3D, ICT from October to March. Students will 
be asked to reflect on their skills, strengths and individual interests 
demonstrated in their study projects in order to begin to outline the 
focus for their Personal Investigation. 

The PI project title to be devised individually and students will follow 
their own path of interest throughout. Students will have to research, 
explore and develop ideas for a preliminary final outcome in 
Graphics, Photography, Painting, Print, Mixed Media or 3D. 
Preliminary final piece to be completed in a 10 hour end of year 
controlled assessment.

Year 13

Unit 1 - Personal Investigation 60%

Personal Investigation Continued: Reflecting on Y12 work to further 
explore, develop and refine work towards producing a final piece in 
Graphics, Photography, Painting, Print, Mixed Media or 3D. 
1000-3000 word illustrated essay/journal.

Unit 2 - Externally Set Assignment 40%

Project title chosen from the exam board starting points. To work 
towards producing a final piece in Graphics, Photography, Painting, 
Print, Mixed Media or 3D. Final piece to be completed in a 15 hour 
Controlled Assessment.

How is the course assessed?

Structured around the AQA A Level specification specialising in the 
broad based course of Art, Craft and Design, the course aims to give 
a solid experience of knowledge, skills and understanding in Year 12 
and continue to develop independence in Year 13 to provide a full A 
Level qualification.

The A Level consists of one personal investigation (60%) which may 
contain multiple projects, and an externally set assignment (40%): a 
single project with a fifteen hour controlled assessment where 
students make a final piece of work based on a subject they have 
researched in response to a starting point set by the exam board.

What can I do with this course?

An Art A Level qualification will allow students wanting to study any 
facet of Art at FE or HE to move into their desired area of study.  
With an Art A Level you will be able to show your potential at 
interview through the portfolio you will develop during your A Level 
course for a wide range or Arts based courses. For example: 
Architecture, Interior Design, Product Design, Surface Pattern 
Design, Fashion, 3D Design, Games Design, Photography, Fine Art, 
Graphic Design, Web Design, Animation, Advertising and Marketing, 
Curation, Education (Primary, Secondary or HE), Art Therapy…just 
to name a few.
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BIOLOGY
A LEVEL

What will I do on the course?

Biology is the fastest developing science with GM technology 
and developments often in the headlines.  This course offers a 
comprehensive insight into the many different aspects of 
biology including, cell biology, anatomy, genetics and ecology.

Topics Include:

Year 12

1. Biological molecules
2. Cells
3. Organisms exchange substances with their environment
4. Genetic information, variation and relationships between 

organisms

Year 13

5. Energy transfers in and between organisms
6. Organisms respond to changes in their internal and external 

environments
7. Genetics, populations, evolution and ecosystems 
8. The control of gene expression

How is the course assessed?

Students will be assessed by three two hour written 
examinations at the end of  Year 13.  Papers 1 (covering topics 
1-4) and 2 (covering topics 5-8) will account for 35% each of 
the total A Level.  Paper 3 will account for 30% (covering topics 
1-8 and relevant practical skills)

What can I do with this course?

Biology can open pathways to many careers either through a 
university or modern apprenticeship route. Biologists work in 
the fields of cell biology, medicine, food production and 
ecology. Examples of careers where biology is desirable are: 
Teaching, Pharmacy, Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary, 
Biochemistry, Conservation, Research Scientist, Geneticist, 
Science Writer and many more.

Awarding Body: AQA
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BUSINESS
A LEVEL

What will I do on the course?

This course will give you a valuable insight into the world of 
Business. It has many practical aspects which will provide you 
with important skills that employers look for. 

Course content:

Theme 1: Marketing and people

• Meeting customer needs
• The market
• Marketing mix and strategy
• Managing people
• Entrepreneurs and leaders

Theme 2: Managing business activities

• Raising finance
• Financial planning
• Managing finance
• Resource management
• External influences

Theme 3: Business decisions and Strategy

• Business objectives and strategy 
• Business growth
• Decision-making techniques
• Influences on business decisions 
• Assessing competitiveness
• Managing change

Theme 4: Global business

• Globalisation
• Global markets and business expansion
• Global marketing
• Global industries and companies (multinational corporations)

How is the course assessed?

Students will be assessed by three two hour written 
examinations at the end of  Year 13.

Paper 1: Marketing, people and global businesses

Paper 1 will assess marketing, people and global businesses. 
Questions will be drawn from Themes 1 and 4.

Paper 2: Business activities, decisions and strategy

Paper 2 will assess business finance and operations, business 
decisions and strategy. Questions will be drawn from Themes 2 
and 3.

Paper 3: Investigating business in a competitive environment

Paper 3 will assess content across all four themes. Questions 
will be drawn from local, national and global contexts. Based on 
a pre-release context document.

What can I do with this course?

Business can provide you with the platform to pursue degree 
courses in Business Management, Economics, Accountancy, 
Finance and Marketing. Furthermore, it can lead to 
apprenticeships and careers in many diverse sectors and 
Industries.

Awarding Body: PEARSON
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BUSINESS
BTEC EXTENDED CERTIFICATE SINGLE AWARD

Awarding Body: PEARSON

What will I do on the course?

The Extended Certificate is for learners who are interested in 
learning about the business sector alongside other fields of study, with 
a view to progressing to a wide range of higher education courses, 
not necessarily in business-related subjects. It is designed to be taken 
as part of a programme of study that includes other appropriate 
BTEC Nationals or A Levels.

Course Content

4 units covered over two years. 3 mandatory units and 1 optional 
unit.

• Exploring Business
• Developing a Marketing Campaign
• Personal and Business Finance
• Recruitment and Selection Process (Optional Unit)

This course really focuses on the vocational aspects of business so you 
will find a lot of teaching is based on case studies, application to a 
variety of different businesses, visiting speakers, role plays, and visits 
to industry.

How is the course assessed?

Unit 1  Coursework set and marked internally
Unit 2  A controlled assessment, completed under exam conditions, 

and marked externally
Unit 3  An examination, set and marked externally 
Unit 8  Coursework set and marked internally

What can I do with this course?

BTEC Nationals in Business provide an introduction to the sector for 
students looking to build a career in business through an 
apprenticeship in resource management, marketing, finance, 
customer services and business communication. They also offer 
direct progression into Higher Education.
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BUSINESS
BTEC DIPLOMA DOUBLE AWARD

Awarding Body: PEARSON

What will I do on the course?

The Diploma is designed to be the substantive part of a 16–19 
study programme for learners who want a strong core of 
sector study. This programme may include other BTEC 
Nationals or A Levels to support progression to Higher 
Education courses in business before entering employment. 
This qualification can also be used to progress to Higher 
Apprenticeships.

Course Content - 8 units covered across two years.
1. Exploring Business
2. Developing a Marketing Campaign
3. Personal and Business Finance
4. Managing an Event
5. International Business
6. Principles of Management
7. Investigating Customer Serivce (optional unit)
8. Recruitment and Selection Process (optional unit)

This course really focuses on the vocational aspects of business 
so you will find a lot of teaching is based on case studies, 
application to a variety of different businesses, visiting speakers, 
role plays, and visits to industry.

How is the course assessed?

Unit 1  Coursework set and marked internally
Unit 2  A controlled assessment, completed under exam 

conditions, marked externally
Unit 3  An examination, set and marked externally
Unit 4  Coursework set and marked internally
Unit 5  Coursework set and marked internally
Unit 6  A controlled assessment, completed under exam 

conditions, marked externally
Unit 8  Coursework set and marked internally
Unit 14  Coursework set and marked internally

What can I do with this course?

BTEC Nationals in Business provide an introduction to the 
sector for students looking to build a career in business 
through an apprenticeship in resource management, marketing, 
finance, customer services and business communication. They 
also offer direct progression into Higher Education.
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CHEMISTRY
A LEVEL

Awarding Body: AQA

What will I do on the course?

This course will be of relevance to anyone who is interested in 
exploring the fundamental principles that form the basis of 
chemistry and the applications of these principles.

Year 12

Physical chemistry

Atomic structure, amount of substance, bonding, Energetics, 
Kinetics, Chemical, Equilibria and Le Chatelier’s principle, 
Oxidation, reduction and redox equations

Inorganic chemistry

Periodicity, Group 2 the alkaline earth metals, Group 7(17) the 
halogens

Organic chemistry

Introduction to organic chemistry, Alkanes, Halogenoalkanes, 
Alkenes, Alcohols, Organic analysis

Year 13

Physical chemistry

Thermodynamics, Rate equations, Equilibrium constant Kc for 
homogeneous systems, electrode potentials and 
electrochemical cells, Acids and bases

Inorganic chemistry

Properties of Period 3 elements and their oxides,Transition 
metals, Reactions of ions in aqueous solution

Organic chemistry

Optical isomerism, Aldehydes and ketones, carboxylic acids 
and derivatives, Aromatic chemistry, Amines, Polymers, Amino 

acids, proteins and DNA Organic synthesis, Nuclear magnetic 
resonance spectroscopy

How is the course assessed?

Students will be assessed by three two hour written 
examinations at the end of Year 13.

Paper 1  Covering inorganic and physical topics, will account for 
35% of the total A Level

Paper 2  Covering organic and physical topics, will account for 
35% of the total A Level

Paper 3  Accounts for 30% Covering all topics and relevant 
practical skills

What can I do with this course?

Chemistry can open pathways to many careers either through a 
university or modern apprenticeship route. Examples of 
subjects where Chemistry is desirable are:

• Chemistry
• Teaching
• Chemical Engineer
• Pharmacy
• Medicine
• Dentistry
• Veterinary
• Biochemistry
• Forensics
• Public protection
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COMPUTER SCIENCE
A LEVEL

Awarding Body: OCR

What will I do on the course?

During the course you will cover a large range of topics about 
how a computer works and how to use programming to solve 
problems. Most programming will be taught using the Python 
programming language.

Course Content

Computing Principles

• Characteristics of contemporary processors
• Software and development
• Exchanging data
• Data types, structures and algorithms
• Legal, moral and ethical issues

Problem Solving

• Elements of computational thinking
• Problem solving and programming
• Algorithms to solve problems and standard algorithms

Students will also get to complete their own programming 
project. This project will be on a topic they can choose 
themselves and involves:
• Analysis of the problem 
• Design of the solution 
• Developing the solution 
• Evaluation

How is the course assessed?

Students will sit two exams at the end of year 13 and complete 
a programming project over the course of the 2 years.

Computer Systems Exam 2 hours 30 mins - (40%)

Algorithms and Programming Exam 2 hours 30 mins - (40%) 

Programming Project Coursework - (20%)

What can I do with this course?

This course can help you progress into degrees in computer 
science, software engineering and related courses.

It can also be very beneficial to other Higher Education paths 
that make use of Data Analysis, Art and Design, Engineering or 
Science

It is also very useful for careers in the IT and Tech industries.
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What will I do on the course?

Unit 1: Devising (9DR01)

• Use one key extract from a performance text and a theatre 
practitioner as a stimulus.

• Devise an original performance piece. 
• Write a portfolio based on the process.

Unit 2:Text In Performance (9DR02)

• Take part in a group performance of one key extract from a 
published play.

• Perform a monologue or duologue from one key extract 
from a different play.

Unit 3:Theatre Makers in Practice (9DR03)

• See at least one live theatre production for evaluation in this 
written exam.

• Study and practically explore one practitioner for this 
written exam.

• Study and practically explore 2 plays in preparation for this 
written exam.

How is the course assessed?

Unit 1  40%. Coursework portfolio (60 marks) and devised 
performance (20 marks).This unit is internally assessed, 
externally moderated.

Unit 2  20%. Group performance (36 marks) and monologue 
or duologue (24 marks).This unit is externally assessed 
by a visiting examiner.

Unit 3  40%. A written exam lasting 2 hours and 30 minutes. 
(A – 20; B – 36; C – 24 marks)

What can I do with this course?

Many of our students continue to university or stage schools to 
study acting, drama, dance, creative writing, literature, law or 
journalism. Beyond that, some students have gone into 
professional acting, started their own theatre companies, radio 
broadcasting, film, television, stage management, drama therapy 
and drama teaching. 

DRAMA & THEATRE STUDIES
A LEVEL

Awarding Body: EDEXCEL
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What will I do on the course?

A Level in Economics encourages you to ‘think as economists’ 
and develop the appropriate range of analytical, questioning 
and reasoning skills to achieve this objective. In addition you 
will develop strong grounding in both microeconomics and 
macroeconomics, drawing on local, national and global 
contexts. It also encourages you to apply the concepts and 
techniques which you have learnt throughout the course to a 
range of ‘real world’ issues and contexts. This is a very 
interesting and challenging course.

Year 12

Microeconomics 1

• Scarcity and choice
• How competitive markets work
• Market failure and government intervention

Macroeconomics 1

• Economic policy objectives and indicators 
• Aggregate demand and Aggregate supply 
• The global context

Year 13

Microeconomics 2

• Competition and market power 
• The labour market
• Government Intervention

Macroeconomics 2

• Macroeconomic policy and performance 
• The Economic Cycle
• Financial Sector

How is the course assessed?

Microeconomics Paper 1 (2hrs) 
Macroeconomics Paper 2 (2hrs) 
Themes in Economics Paper 3 (2hrs)

What can I do with this course?

Many of our students continue to do Economics at University 
or other Finance related courses.

As a subject, Economics lends itself to a wide variety of careers 
and not necessarily those in finance. Some of the career options 
you will have include:

• Economist
• Chartered accountant
• Investment analyst
• Financial risk analyst
• Management consultant
• Government officer

ECONOMICS
A LEVEL

Awarding Body: OCR
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What will I do on the course?

This course will be of relevance to anyone who is interested in 
the development and use of the English language and how it 
reflects and shapes attitudes.

Paper 1 - Language, the Individual and Society 
Written exam (2 hours 30 minutes) 40% of A Level

Students are introduced to language study, developing their 
analytical skills by analysing a variety of texts (from 1600 to the 
present day) and the use of language to create representations. 
Students also study the topic of children’s language development, 
examining how children acquire language and are able to 
understand and express themselves through speech and writing 
up to the age of 11.

Paper 2 - Language Diversity and Change
Written exam (2 hours 30 minutes) 40% of A Level

Students explore language diversity – how and why we vary our 
language according to factors including regional identity, ethnicity, 
gender, social class and occupation. Students will also explore 
processes and theories of language change – how and why 
spoken and written English has developed over the last 400 
years - and attitudes towards these changes from 1600 to the 
present day.  A range of academic and journalistic writing skills 
are developed through the production of opinion articles and 
evaluative essays.

Non-Exam Assessment: Language in Action 
Coursework element worth 20% of A Level

Students will explore and analyse language independently in an 
area of their choice, to develop and reflect upon their own 
writing expertise. Two pieces of coursework are required:
• a language investigation (2,000 words excluding data)
• a piece of original writing and commentary (750 words each).

How is the course assessed?

Students will be assessed by two written examinations at the end 
of  Year 13. Each paper is 2 hours 30 minutes and accounts for 
40% of the total A Level.

Non-Exam Assessment is completed in Year 13 and accounts for 
20% of the total A Level.

What can I do with this course?

English Language A Level would be ideal for many degree 
courses, including English, Linguistics, Drama, History, Media 
Studies, Sociology, Psychology, Law, Journalism and many others.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE
A LEVEL

Awarding Body: AQA
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What will I do on the course?

The course provides you with an introduction to literary 
studies and presents opportunities for reading widely and for 
making creative and informed responses to each of the major 
literary genres of poetry, prose and drama. You will be 
required to show knowledge and understanding of: the 
functions and effects of structure, form and language; some of 
the ways in which texts are interpreted by different readers 
and relate to one another, and some of the contexts in which 
they are written and read. As the course continues, you will 
develop and enhance your techniques of analysis, evaluation 
and comparison of literary texts in the context of a wider 
range of texts of cultural and literary significance. You will be 
required to show knowledge and understanding of: the 
significance of the ways in which writers use and adapt 
language, form and structure as well as undertaking 
independent and sustained studies to deepen your 
appreciation and understanding of literature.

Component 1   Shakespeare and pre 1900 drama exam
2 hours 15 minutes (30%)

Component 2   Prose exam
1 hour 15 minutes (20%)

Component 3   Post 2000 with unseen poetry and study of 
specified poet
2 hours 15 minutes (30%)

Component 4   Coursework - Comparing two novels of students' 
choice (20%)

How is the course assessed?

Students will be assessed by three examinations at the end of 
Year 13 and a 2500- 3000 word piece of coursework.

What can I do with this course?

The analysis of texts, critical reading, discussion and written 
expression developed in this subject would be ideal for many 
degree courses, including English Studies, Drama, History, 
Media Studies, Sociology, Psychology, Law and Journalism, to 
name but a few.

ENGLISH LITERATURE
A LEVEL

Awarding Body: EDEXCEL
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What will I do on the course?

This course is perfect for anyone who has a passion for Film. 
But, it may also be a great choice for students who enjoy 
subjects like: English Literature, Art, D.T. and History.

With a focus on the mechanics of Film as an art form, this 
course enables students to understand and analyse the 
language of movies. This knowledge is then used to underpin 
explorations into the social, political, and historical context 
each film was created in, and how these had an impact.

Students are also given the opportunity to use the 
department’s industry standard equipment to create their own 
short films, or to develop their script writing skills to be 
assessed internally.

Component 1: Varieties of Film and Filmmaking
An exploration into a range of films from Hollywood classics to 
contemporary British Films.

Component 2: Global Filmmaking Perspectives
This element of the course explores a variety of film 
movements and forms, including: Global Film and 
Documentaries.

Component 3: Film Production
(Non-Exam Assessment)
This unit requires students to display their knowledge and 
understanding of film form, in order to create practical film 
pieces. This element can be completed in a functional product 
based way, with students creating audio-visual extracts in a 

specific generic style. Or, it can be completed in written form, 
for students looking to develop their talents as creative writers 
for the screen.

How is the course assessed?

Students will be assessed by two written examinations at the 
end of Year 13. Each paper will account for 35% of the total A 
Level, and each exam will last for two and a half hours.

Component 3 will be an internal Non-Exam Assessment, which 
will then be externally moderated by the exam board. This 
Component will be worth 30%, with the majority of this being 
for the main production itself.

What can I do with this course?

Many of our students go on to Higher Education studying either 
Film or subjects such as English, Journalism, Psychology, Media 
or combined courses.

Some students chose to go into employment as graphic 
designers, film makers or presenters. 

Film Studies A Level equips students to understand film as an 
art form and to develop knowledge of how a range of filmic 
elements have been used to communicate to spectators. It 
teaches historic and contemporary developments using detailed 
analysis and film theory. 

These are useful tools for our life long engagement with film 
and media on a range of platforms.

FILM STUDIES
A LEVEL

Awarding Body: WJEC / EDUQAS
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FOOD SCIENCE AND NUTRITION
LEVEL 3 APPLIED DIPLOMA

Awarding Body: WJEC

What will I do on the course?

An understanding of food science and nutrition is relevant to many 
industries and job roles. Care providers and nutritionists in hospitals 
use this knowledge, as do sports coaches and fitness instructors. 
Hotels and restaurants, food manufacturers and government 
agencies also use this understanding to develop menus, food 
products and policies that that support healthy eating initiatives. 
Many employment opportunities within the field of food science and 
nutrition are available to graduates.

Students will complete 3 out of 4 potential units (cohort dependent) 

Unit 1: Meeting Nutritional Needs of Specific Groups  
The purpose of this unit is for you to develop an understanding of 
the nutritional needs of specific target groups and plan and cook 
complex dishes to meet their nutritional needs.

Unit 2: Ensuring Food is Safe to Eat
You will develop an understanding of hazards and risks in relation to 
the storage, preparation and cooking of food in different 
environments and the control measures needed to minimise these 
risks. From this understanding, learners will be able to recommend 
the control measures that need to be in place, in different 
environments, to ensure that food is safe to eat.

Unit 3: Experimenting to Solve Food Production Problems 
The aim of this unit is to use your understanding of the properties of 
food in order to plan and carry out experiments. The results of the 
experiments would be used to propose options to solve food 
production problems.

Or 

Unit 4: Current Issues in Food Science and Nutrition
Through this unit, you will plan, carry out and present a research 

project on current issues linked to issues related to food science and 
nutrition. This could be from the perspective of a consumer, food 
manufacturer, caterer and/or policymaking perspective

How is the course assessed?

Unit 1 
Assignment (internally assessed, externally moderated) and external 
exam

Unit 2 
Externally assessed assignment

Unit 3 or 4
Controlled assessment (internally assessed, externally moderated)

Overall 50% internal assessment 50% external assessment. 

What can I do with this course?

The Food Science and Nutrition qualification has been designed 
primarily to support learners progressing to university.

It is mainly for those wanting to pursue careers or learning in related 
areas such as Food Innovation and Nutrition, Business & Healthcare 
Management, Sport and Exercise Science, Dietetics and Human 
Nutrition, Globalisation, Environmental Health, Biotechnology, 
International Hospitality and Tourism Management.
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What will I do on the course?

This course will be of relevance to anyone who is interested in 
finding out about French language and culture, with the view to 
reaching a high level of linguistic competence and carrying out 
independent research. 

The course comprises of four different themes.

1.  Changes in French society
2.  Political and artistic culture in Francophone countries 
3.  Immigration and French multicultural society
4.  The Occupation and Resistance in France during the Second 

World War

Students will study a film and a book taken from the 
EDEXCEL specification. 

As part of the speaking exam, students will carry out an 
individual research project.

All A Level French students will have time with our language 
assistant each week to improve their fluency and provide 
further cultural input.

How is the course assessed?

Students will be assessed by two written exams at the end of 
Year 13 and a speaking exam.

Paper 1 Listening, Reading and Translation (40%)
Paper 2 Writing (30%)
Paper 3 Speaking (30%)

What can I do with this course?

Many of our students continue into Higher Education to study a 
language or combine this as part of another degree. Being able 
to speak French will open doors and support students wanting 
to progress into areas such as business and commerce, 
journalism, law and many other jobs with an international 
dimension, as well as teaching and translation.

Speaking another language is a practical and life-long skill that 
enhances one’s employability profile, and can have a significant 
impact on the personal friendships and experiences you have. It 
allows you to learn a vast array of transferable skills and gain a 
rich cultural capital to help you make sense of the world in 
which we live. 

FRENCH
A LEVEL

Awarding Body: EDEXCEL

Course entry requirements can be found on pages 12 & 13 
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What will I do on the course?

The course will cover both pure and applied content:

Further Pure Mathematics
Proof, Complex numbers, Matrices and Matrix algebra, Algebra 
and functions, Calculus, Vectors, Polar coordinates, Hyperbolic 
functions, Differential equations, Coordinate systems, 
Inequalities, Groups, Number theory.

Further Mechanics
Momentum, Impulse and collisions, Centres of mass, Work and 
energy, Elastic strings and springs, Kinematics and dynamics, 
Circular Motion, Statics of rigid bodies, Elastic collisions in two 
dimensions.

Further Statistics
Linear regression, Statistical distributions (discrete and 
continuous), Correlation, Hypothesis testing, Chi squared tests, 
Probability distributions, Combinations of random variables, 
Estimation, Confidence intervals and tests using a normal 
distribution, Other hypothesis tests and confidence intervals, 
Probability generating functions, Quality of tests and 
estimators.

How is the course assessed?

The course content is assessed by 4 one and a half hour exams 
at the end of Year 13. Each one carries equal weighting towards 
your final result.

There is no coursework.

What can I do with this course?

A-Level Further Mathematics is undoubtedly one of the most 
valued qualifications available to students who wish to continue 
study in a mathematical or scientific field. A good grade in this 
subject is a clear indication of your ability to work hard, think 
logically and solve problems. Many of our students go on to 
study mathematics degrees at university, but Further Maths is 
also particularly useful for students wishing to read Engineering, 
Sciences or Economics at University.

FURTHER MATHEMATICS
A LEVEL

Awarding Body: EDEXCEL

Course entry requirements can be found on pages 12 & 13 
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What will I do on the course?

This course will be of relevance to anyone who is interested in:
Topic 1  Tectonic Processes and Hazards
Topic 2  Glaciated Landscapes and Change
Topic 3  Globalisation
Topic 4  Regenerating Places
Topic 5  The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity
Topic 6  The Carbon Cycle and Energy Security
Topic 7  Superpowers
Topic 8  Global Development and Connections                

Health, Human Rights and Intervention

How is the course assessed?

Paper 1
Physical Geography (Tectonic Processes and Hazards, 
Glaciation, The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity,The Carbon 
Cycle and Energy Security)
Written examination: 2 hours - 30% of the qualif ication, 90 marks

Paper 2
Human Geography (Globalisation: Shaping Places: 
Superpowers: Global Development and Connections)
Written examination: 2 hours - 30% of the qualif ication, 90 marks

Paper 3
The synoptic investigation will be based on a geographical issue 
within a place-based context and is rooted in two or more of 
the compulsory content areas.
Written examination: 1 hour and 45 minutes - 20% of the 
qualif ication, 60 marks

Paper 4
Non-examined assessment (coursework)
20% of the qualif ication, 70 marks

What can I do with this course?

Many of our students continue with some form of Geographical 
study at University. This qualification is engaging and relevant to 
today’s geographers – a qualification that enables students to 
engage critically with real world issues and places, apply their 
own geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to make 
sense of the world around them, and to help prepare them to 
succeed in their chosen pathway.

GEOGRAPHY
A LEVEL

Awarding Body: EDEXCEL

Course entry requirements can be found on pages 12 & 13 
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What will I do on the course?

Politics is a course which will engage learners with an interest in 
current affairs and issues affecting the UK. It is an academically 
challenging and demanding course which is assessed purely by 
examination and requires a secure standard of written 
communication. The course will provide an understanding of 
how Government works in the UK as well as how laws are 
made and how citizens can affect these processes. The course 
also examines ideas in Politics and helps students to gain an 
understanding of critiques of current political systems and 
societies. This course is suited to hard working students with 
an enquiring mind and an interest in the world around them.

Year 12

In Year 12, you will be taught about the Government and 
Politics of the United Kingdom. This will include looking at the 
political systems in the UK, how much power the Prime 
Minister has and how our civil liberties are protected.

Year 13

In Year 13, you will be taught about Political Ideologies and the 
Government and Politics of the USA. Ideologies will include 
Liberalism, Conservatism, Socialism and Feminism. American 
studies will include the workings of the constitution, Congress 
and how the party system works in America.

How is the course assessed?

Students will be assessed by three two hour written 
examinations at the end of Year 13. Each paper will account for 
33.3% of the total A Level.

Paper 1  UK Politics and Liberalism                        
Conservatism and Socialism

Paper 2  UK Government and Feminism

Paper 3  Government and Politics of the USA

What can I do with this course?

Studying Politics will develop your analytical and research skills 
and knowledge of how the world works, and is therefore a 
prized qualification for entry into university and employment. 
Politics students become journalists, lawyers, civil servants, 
academics, and teachers. They may also go on to work for 
political parties, international organisations like the European 
Union and United Nations, NGOs such as charities or other 
organisations like trade unions.

GOVERNMENT & POLITICS
A LEVEL

Awarding Body: EDEXCEL

Course entry requirements can be found on pages 12 & 13 
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HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE
BTEC EXTENDED CERTIFICATE SINGLE AWARD

Awarding Body: PEARSON BTEC

What will I do on the course?

This course will be of relevance to anyone who is interested in 
a career within the Health and Social Care sector.

Year 12

Unit 1  Human Development (External Exam)

Unit 12  Supporting individuals with additional needs (Internally 
Assessed Assignments)

Year 13

Unit 2   Working in Health and Social Care (External Exam)

Unit 5  Meeting individual care needs (Internally Assessed 
Assignments)

Opportunity to retake Unit 1 and Unit 2 (Best grade taken)

How is the course assessed?

Students will be assessed by 2 externally assessed exam units 
as well as 2 internally assessed assignment based units. Exam 
units must be passed to complete the qualification.

What can I do with this course?

The course is ideal if you are considering a career in the Health 
and Social Care sector, many of our students study Health and 
Social Care alongside subjects such as Psychology, Sociology 
and Science at level 3. These subjects compliment the course 
and lead to many of our students gaining entry to much sort 
after university courses such as:

• Social Work 
• Nursing
• Radiography 
• Midwifery

Please note that for entry into many of health courses i.e. 
Nursing, Midwifery or Physiotherapy you must also study a 
science/social science qualification alongside Health and Social 
Care. Requirements vary between universities and we advise 
you to check on www.ucas.com.

Course entry requirements can be found on pages 12 & 13 
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HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE
BTEC DIPLOMA DOUBLE AWARD

Awarding Body: PEARSON BTEC

What will I do on the course?

This course will be of relevance to anyone who is interested in 
a career within the Health and Social Care sector.

Year 12

Unit 1  Human Development (External Exam)

Unit 12  Supporting individuals with additional needs (Internally 
Assessed Assignments)

Unit 6  Work experience - minimum of 100 hours (Internally 
Assessed Assignments)

Unit 7  Safe practice in Health and Social Care (Internally 
Assessed Assignments)

Year 13

Unit 2   Working in Health and Social Care (External Exam)

Unit 4  Enquires into Health and Social Care (Externally 
Assessed Research Task)

Unit 8  Promoting Public Health (Internally Assessed 
Assignments)

Unit 5  Meeting individual care needs (Internally Assessed 
Assignments)

Opportunity to retake Unit 1 and Unit 2 (Best grade taken)

How is the course assessed?

Students will be assessed by 2 externally assessed exam units, 
1 externally assessed research task, and 6 internally assessed 
assignment based units. Exam units must be passed to 
complete the qualification.

What can I do with this course?

The course is ideal if you are considering a career in the Health 
and Social Care sector; many of our students study Health and 
Social Care alongside subjects such as Psychology, Sociology 
and Science at level 3. These subjects compliment the course 
and lead to many of our students gaining entry to much sort 
after university courses such as Social Work, Nursing, 
Radiography and midwifery.

Please note that for entry into the majority of health courses 
i.e. Nursing, Midwifery or Physiotherapy you must also study a 
Science qualification alongside Health & Social Care. 
Requirements may vary between universities and we advise 
you to check on www.ucas.com.

Course entry requirements can be found on pages 12 & 13 
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What will I do on the course?

This course has a modern focus concentrating on Europe in the 
20th Century. In Year 12, you will explore the rise and fall of 
Communist states in Europe in the 20th century. This will allow 
you to develop your knowledge of this crucial period of 
European and World History.     
                                                                                                                                        
In Year 13, you will look at Political Protest in Britain in the 19th 
Century and have the opportunity to explore an aspect of 
international relations in the 20th century. This will give you the 
independence to explore a historical controversy in depth to 
prepare you for university.         
                                                                                               
All papers will be formally examined at the end of Year 13, but 
there will be internal mock examinations throughout your 
period of study.     
                                                                                           
During the time that you spend studying the course, you will 
also have the opportunity to visit London to visit Parliament 
and explore London of the Suffragettes and Berlin to study 
East Germany and the impact of the Nazi Party.

How is the course assessed?

Students will be assessed by three written examinations at the 
end of  Year 13 and a 4000 word piece of coursework to be 
submitted during Year 13.

HISTORY
A LEVEL

Awarding Body: EDEXCEL

Paper 1

Exam

Paper 2

Exam

Paper 3

Exam

Coursework

What can I do with this course?

History is well regarded by universities, and is very useful if your 
intended degree is in History, Law, or Politics. History is also 
well respected by employers, including journalism, teaching, the 
law, and the civil service.

Russia 1917-1991: From Lenin to Yeltsin.

2hr 15 minutes - 30% of qualification

The German Democratic
Republic 1949-1990

1hr 30 minutes - 20% of qualification

Protest, Agitation and Parliamentary 
Reform in Britain, c.1780-1928.

2hr 15 minutes - 30% of qualification

Aspects of International Relations.
Internally assessed - 20% of qualification

Course entry requirements can be found on pages 12 & 13 
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
CAMBRIDGE TECHNICALS LEVEL 3 INTRODUCTORY DIPLOMA

Awarding Body: OCR

What will I do on the course?

Students will learn theoretical knowledge and understanding 
of IT, as well as transferable skills required by employers such 
as communication, problem solving, time management, 
research and analytical skills.

The introductory diploma is equivalent to one A Level and 
consists of five units:

Unit 1  Fundamentals of IT 

Unit 2  Global Information 

Unit 4  Computer Networks 

Unit 17 Internet of Everything

Unit 20  IT Technical Support
    

How is the course assessed?

Two externally examined units and three further units, which 
are centre assessed and moderated externally.

�  Indroductory Diploma
�  2 exams - 1 hour 30 mins each
�  3 coursework units

What can I do with this course?

Students move into university courses which include IT, 
Marketing, Computing, Computing Forensics, Business and 
Accountancy.

Many of our students also move into apprenticeships and 
direct employment in the IT industry and web development.

Course entry requirements can be found on pages 12 & 13 
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
CAMBRIDGE TECHNICALS LEVEL 3 DIPLOMA

Awarding Body: OCR

What will I do on the course?

Students will learn theoretical knowledge and understanding 
of IT, as well as transferable skills required by employers such 
as communication, problem solving, time management, 
research and analytical skills.

The diploma is is equivalent to 2 A Levels. It consists of 11 
units:

Unit 1 Fundamentals of IT 

Unit 2 Global Information

Unit 3 Cyber Security

Unit 4 Computer Networks

Unit 9 Product Development

Unit 12 Mobile Technology

Unit 16 Developing a Smarter Planet

Unit 17 Internet of Everything

Unit 18 Computer Systems - Hardware

Unit 19 Computer Systems - Software

Unit 20 IT Technical Support

How is the course assessed?

Diploma

• 2 exams - 1 hour 30 mins each 

• 8 coursework units

• 1 additional exam - 1 hour

What can I do with this course?

Many of our students continue onto university courses which 
include IT, Marketing, Computing, Computing Forensics, 
Business and Accountancy.

Some students move into apprenticeships and direct 
employment in the IT industry and web development.

Course entry requirements can be found on pages 12 & 13 
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What will I do on the course?

If you enjoy the challenges of mathematics and want an A Level 
which is highly thought of by both employers and universities, 
then Maths is a great choice. If you want to go on to study at 
university then A Level Mathematics will open more doors 
than any other subject because of its many applications. It trains 
in logical thought and problem solving which are essential skills 
needed in a multitude of disciplines.

Pure Mathematics

• Proof
• Algebra and functions
• Coordinate geometry in the (x,y) plane 
• Sequences and series
• Trigonometry
• Exponentials and logarithms
• Differentiation
• Integration
• Numerical Methods
• Vectors

Statistics

• Statistical sampling
• Data presentation and interpretation 
• Probability
• Statistical distributions
• Statistical hypothesis testing

Mechanics

• Quantities and units in mechanics 
• Kinematics
• Forces and Newton’s laws
• Moments

How is the course assessed?

Students will be assessed by three 2 hour exams at the end of 
Year 13. Each one carries equal weighting towards your final 
result.

There is no coursework

What can I do with this course?

A Level Mathematics is undoubtedly one of the most valued 
and versatile qualifications available to students. A good grade 
in this subject is a clear indication of your ability to work hard, 
think logically and solve problems. Many of our students go on 
to study mathematics degrees at University, but maths is also 
particularly useful for students wishing to read Engineering, 
Sciences or Economics at University.

MATHEMATICS
A LEVEL

Awarding Body: EDEXCEL

Course entry requirements can be found on pages 12 & 13 
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What will I do on the course?

This course will be of relevance to anyone who is interested in: 
reading, writing, analysing and creating.

There are opportunities to look at a range of Media content, 
from Magazines to Computer Games. When looking at this 
content, students will be required to understand and explain 
how they reflect the world that we live in – as well as how they 
may influence their audiences.

Alongside this, students will be able to choose from a set 
number of briefs to create their own productions, using some 
of the industry standard technology we have in the 
department. These Media products will have a clear genre, 
audience, and purpose, allowing the students to work in a style, 
and environment, similar to the real world of Media 
production.

Component 1: Media Products, Industries and Audiences
Analysis of a range of Media artefacts, with a specific focus on 
media language, representations, industry elements and the 
way products affect audiences.

Component 2: Media Forms and Products – in depth

More detailed analysis of products. This includes focusing on:  
all areas of the media framework in Television, Magazines, and 
online/social Media.

Component 3: Cross-Media Production (Non-Exam 
Assessment)

The creation of a range of linked Media products, based on a 
specific brief given by the exam board, at the start of the year. 

This will require students to research, plan, and create industry 
standard pieces of Media – using the equipment in the 
department.

How is the course assessed?

Students will be assessed by two written examinations at the 
end of Year 13. Each paper will account for 35% of the total A 
Level.

Component 1  2hrs 15mins exam

Component 2  2hrs 30mins exam

Component 3  Internal Non-Exam Assessment, which will then 
be externally moderated by the exam board. 
This Component will be worth 30%, with the 
majority of this being for the main production 
itself.

What can I do with this course?

• Going onto Higher Education to study a range of subjects
• Working in the Media - as journalists, presenters, graphic 

designers etc.
• Setting up freelance agencies to provide Media and 

Communications content, to a range of clients
• Returning to Roundhay to work in the Media department, or 

to prepare for a future in Education

MEDIA STUDIES
A LEVEL

Awarding Body: WJEC / EDUQAS

Course entry requirements can be found on pages 12 & 13 
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What will I do on the course?

Music is constantly evolving; inspiring creativity and expression 
in a way that no other subject can. This contemporary A Level 
offers you the chance to study a wide range of musical genres. 
The course brings listening, performance and composition to 
life in new and engaging ways. All musicians have different 
learning styles and musical tastes, and this course values all 
musical styles, skills and instruments.

There are seven areas of study:
• Western classical tradition 1650–1910 (compulsory) 
• Pop music
• Music for media
• Music for theatre
• Jazz
• Contemporary traditional music
• Art music since 1910.
Students must study Western classical tradition 1650–1910 and 
a choice of two other areas.

Component 1: Appraising music
• Listening
• Analysis
• Contextual understanding
Based around the three Areas of Study from above. You will 
study set works and set composers.

Component 2: Performance
Solo and/or ensemble performing as an instrumentalist and/or 
vocalist and/or music production (via technology).

Component 3: Composition
You will compose your own music. Two compositions: one to a 
brief and one free composition.

How is the course assessed?

Component 1
Students will be assessed by one two and a half hours listening 
and written examination at the end of Year 13. This paper will 
account for 40% of the total A Level.

Component 2
Students will perform for a minimum of 10 minutes. Each piece 
may be recorded separately. This will account for 35% of the 
total A Level.

Component 3
Students will complete two compositions during Year 13. The 
two compositions together must be a minimum of 4 and a half 
minutes in duration. They will account for 25% of the total A 
Level.

What can I do with this course?

Many of our students do continue on to further study in music 
or related subjects such as performing arts and music 
production. However, many students also go on to study a 
wide variety of subjects such as medicine, law, media, physics, as 
the skills music develops are valued across all subjects. These 
skills are also valued by employers, and students with A Level 
music have gone into a wide variety of careers and jobs.

MUSIC
A LEVEL

Awarding Body: AQA

Course entry requirements can be found on pages 12 & 13 
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PERFORMING ARTS
BTEC EXTENDED CERTIFICATE SINGLE AWARD

Awarding Body: PEARSON BTEC

What will I do on the course?

The Extended Certificate is for students who are interested in 
learning about the performing arts sector alongside other 
subjects.

There are three mandatory units:

Investigating Practitioners' Work

You will investigate the work of performing arts practitioners, 
develop critical analysis skills and contextual understanding of 
how practitioners communicate themes in their work.

You will have a five-week period in order to carry out research 
and preparatory work. You will be provided with two named 
practitioners and a theme. You then investigate and critically 
analyse the contextual influences on your selected practitioners 
and performance work with a focus on how these relate to the 
theme identified in the set task.

Developing Skills and Techniques for Live Performance

You will explore technical performance skills with a focus on 
developing and demonstrating skills and techniques in at least 
two performance styles within a selected discipline. You will 
rehearse two pieces before performing these for an audience.

Group Performance Workshop

You will explore and integrate creative, physical and vocal skills 
and techniques, working collaboratively to create a 
performance in response to a given stimulus.

You will also have one optional unit which can be made from a 

choice across dance, drama and music and will play to your 
strengths as a performer.

How is the course assessed?

Unit 1

Students will be assessed through an external written task 
worth 60 marks and completed in 3 hours under supervised 
conditions.

Unit 2

Students will produce a report or presentation demonstrating 
knowledge and understanding of the roles and skills of a 
performer; a recording of the two performances and 
workshops; and a performance log that reviews and evaluates 
the development of skills and techniques.

Unit 3

Students will develop a performance work shop for an invited 
audience, submit a digital process log, and a video recording of 
the group workshop performance, between 10 and 20 
minutes in duration. 

The optional unit will be assessed through performance and a 
performance log.

What can I do with this course?

Many students do go on to further study in performing arts or 
related subjects such as music, drama, dance and technical 
theatre. However, many students also go on to study a variety 
of subjects at university or into employment.

Course entry requirements can be found on pages 12 & 13 
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What will I do on the course?

This course will be of relevance to anyone who is interested in 
exploring: forces, energy, waves, radioactivity, electricity and 
magnetism. At A Level you will start to see how these ideas 
work together, and begin to grasp the universal principles that 
apply to everything from the sub-atomic particles to the largest 
galaxies.

Year 12

Core Content:
• Measurements and their errors 
• Particles and radiation
• Waves
• Mechanics and materials
• Electricity

Year 13

All Core Content plus:
• Further mechanics and thermal physics 
• Fields and their consequences
• Nuclear physics

Option Topics (Chosen by Roundhay)

• Astrophysics
• Medical physics
• Engineering physics 

• Turning points in physics 
• Electronics

How is the course assessed?

Students will be assessed by three two hour written 
examinations at the end of  Year 13.

Paper 1  Covering periodic motion accounting for 34% of the 
total A Level

Paper 2  Covering thermal physics accounting for 34% of the 
total A Level

Paper 3  Section A compulsory practical skills and data analysis 
Section B Optional unit 32% of A Level

What can I do with this course?

A Level Physics is a traditional A Level subject and is identified 
as a key facilitating subject by the Russell Group of Elite 
Universities. Physics is a solid choice for students considering a 
career in Medicine, Veterinary Science, Dentistry, Computing, 
Chemistry, Biology, Mathematics and Environmental Science. 
Physics will also prepare students for industry careers, such as 
those within the engineering or electronics sectors.

Please note that in order to study Physics beyond A Level, 
Maths A Level is also required.

PHYSICS
A LEVEL

Awarding Body: PEARSON

Course entry requirements can be found on pages 12 & 13 
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What will I do on the course?

This course will be of relevance to anyone who is interested in 
the scientific study of the mind and human behaviour. You will 
learn the many different ways there are of explaining behaviour 
and this will offer an introductory insight into why people 
behave as they do.

Psychology offers explanations for questions such as “How do I 
improve my memory?”,“Why do people obey and conform?”, 
“Why do people get depressed?” and “What is the cause of 
criminality?”

As Psychology is a scientific discipline, it uses scientific methods 
to both analyse and explain human behaviour. Students will 
learn how to design and conduct psychological experiments.

Unit 1: Introductory Topics to Psychology

• Social Influence 
• Attachment
• Memory
• Psychopathology

Unit 2: Psychology in Context

• Biopsychology
• Approaches
• Research Methods 

Unit 3: Issues and Options in Psychology

• Issues and Debates 
• Schizophrenia
• Gender
• Forensic Psychology

How is the course assessed?

Students will be assessed by three two hour written 
examinations at the end of Year 13. Each paper will account for 
33.3% of the total A Level.

• Unit 1 and Unit 2 will have the common content (material 
that is taught in both year 12 and Year 13)

• Unit 3 is specifically Year 13 content.

What can I do with this course?

Many of our students continue on to further study. 

An A Level in Psychology offers you the opportunity to 
demonstrate both scientific analytical skills, as well as extended 
writing. An understanding of the human mind is useful in a 
number of careers including: 

• Social Work
• Law
• Medicine
• Marketing
• Education

PSYCHOLOGY
A LEVEL

Awarding Body: AQA

Course entry requirements can be found on pages 12 & 13 
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES (PHILOSOPHY AND ETHICS)

A LEVEL
Awarding Body: EDUQAS

What will I do on the course?

 This course will provide a critical approach to the 
consideration of moral and philosophical issues along with the 
study of religion. You will develop a host of transferable skills 
which will be very useful, not only for your future studies, but in 
your everyday life and in how you approach situations and 
problems with which you are faced.

Year 12:

Philosophy: inductive arguments for the existence of God and 
challenges. The problem of evil and suffering and responses to 
it. Religious experience- nature, mystical and challenges to the 
authenticity. Religious language.

Ethics: Ethical thought – divine command theory, virtue 
theory, ethical egoism. Deontological Ethics – Aquinas’ natural 
law. Teleological Ethics – Situation Ethics. Determinism and free 
will – does free will exist? Impact on the moral responsibility of 
humans. 

Religion, Islam: The life of Muhammad, the development of 
Islam. The concept of Allah, prophets and Angels, what 
happens after death? The concept of a state governed by Islam 
and scientific challenges of Islam. Pluralism and Islam, the role of 
the Masjid and festivals.

Year 13: 

Philosophy: deductive arguments for the existence of God 
and challenges to these arguments. Religious beliefs as the 
product of the human mind. Influence on faith. Religious 
language. 

Ethics:  Ethical thought – naturalism, intuitionism, emotivism. 
Deontological Ethics – Proportionalism. Teleological Ethics – 
utilitarianism and application of the theory. Determinism and 
Free Will – religious concepts, libertarianism and implications.

Religion, Islam: the compilation of the Shari’ah, the role of the 
Shari’ah and its importance for Muslims. The understanding and 
role of Jihad. Living a religious life. The challenges of being a 
Muslim in Britain today. Shi’a and Sufi traditions.

How is the course assessed?

Students will be assessed by three two hour papers at the end 
of Year 13. Each paper will be worth 33.3% of the A Level.

What can I do with this course?

This course is viewed as a traditional academic subject and can 
lead to a range of career opportunities including, but not 
limited to, business, counselling, social work, education, 
journalism, law, and medicine.

Course entry requirements can be found on pages 12 & 13 
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What will I do on the course?

This course follows six different units:

Unit 1: Education

Is the current education system fair? Why do different social 
groups achieve differently? What is the purpose of the 
education system?

Unit 2: Research Methods

How do sociologists study society? What is the best way to 
study different social issues? What is it like to study the 
education system?

Unit 3: Families and Households

Are relationships equal? What gender roles exist and are they 
fair? What is the role of the family in society? How is the family 
changing?

Unit 4: Crime and Deviance

Why do we have crime and deviant behaviour? What different 
forms of punishments do we have, and what is their purpose? 
How do we best prevent crime?

Unit 5: Beliefs in Society

What is the purpose of religious belief? Does religion have a 
positive or negative impact on society? How does religion 
compare with scientific and ideological ways of thinking?

Unit 6: Theory and Methods

How do we best explain human behaviour? How should we 
study the impact of society on human action? Has globalisation 
created a fundamentally new type of society?

How is the course assessed?

Students will be assessed by three two hour written 
examinations at the end of Year 13. Each paper will account for 
33.3% of the total A Level.

Paper 1 Content from Units 1 and 2  

Paper 2 Content from Units 3 and 5  

Paper 3 Content from Units 4 and 6

Students will be required to make links to content taught across 
both year 12 and Year 13.

What can I do with this course?

Many of our students continue onto Higher Education to 
undertake courses in the humanities, such as history, politics or 
other social sciences. Many have also progressed to study 
courses related to the social work and social care sectors.
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SOCIOLOGY
A LEVEL

Awarding Body: AQA

Course entry requirements can be found on pages 12 & 13 



What will I do on the course?

This course will be of relevance to anyone who is interested in 
finding out about Spanish language and culture, with the view 
to reaching a high level of linguistic competence and carrying 
out independent research. 

The course comprises of four different themes.

1.  Aspects of Hispanic society
2.  Multiculturalism in Hispanic society
3.  Artistic culture in the Hispanic world
4.  Aspects of political life in Hispanic society

Students will study a film and a book taken from the AQA 
specification. 

As part of the speaking exam, students will carry out an 
individual research project.

All A Level Spanish students will have time with our language 
assistant each week to improve their fluency and provide 
further cultural input.

How is the course assessed?

Students will be assessed by two written exams at the end of 
Year 13 and a speaking exam.

Paper 1 Listening, Reading and Writing (50%)

Paper 2 Writing (20%)

Paper 3 Speaking (30%)

What can I do with this course?

Many of our students continue into Higher Education to study a 
language or combine this as part of another degree. Being able 
to speak Spanish will open doors and support students wanting 
to progress into areas such as business and commerce, 
journalism, law and many other jobs with an international 
dimension, as well as teaching and translation.

Speaking another language is a practical and life-long skill that 
enhances one’s employability profile, and can have a significant 
impact on the personal friendships and experiences you have. It 
allows you to learn a vast array of transferable skills and gain a 
rich cultural capital to help you make sense of the world in 
which we live. 

SPANISH
A LEVEL

Awarding Body: AQA

Course entry requirements can be found on pages 12 & 13 
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SPORT
BTEC EXTENDED CERTIFICATE SINGLE AWARD

Awarding Body: PEARSON

What will I do on the course?

A broad basis of study for the sport sector that encourages 
students to immerse themselves in the world of sport and PE. 
This qualification is designed to support progression to higher 
education when taken as part of a programme of study that 
includes other appropriate BTEC Nationals or A Levels.

Units completed

Unit 1  Anatomy and Physiology 
Unit 2  Fitness Training and Programming for Health, Sport and 

Well-being
Unit 3  Professional Development in the Sports Industry
Unit 7  Practical Sports Performance
 

Units 1 & 7  are completed during Year 12.
Units 2 & 3  are completed during Year 13. 

How is the course assessed?

Units 1 and 2: externally assessed with examinations (One 
resit allowed per unit)

Units 3 and 7: coursework is internally assessed and externally 
verified. Written and practical coursework.

What can I do with this course?

Some students decide to continue studying at University in 
related subjects or use their UCAS points for non-related 
courses.

The course is ideal if you are considering a career in the Sports 
industry, to study alongside Biology, Psychology or Health & 
Social Care.

This qualification is valued by Universities and Higher 
Education organisations, as well as in many fields of work 
within the sports industry including:

• The leisure and recreation sector
• Sports science 
• Teaching
• Sports coaching
• Sports therapy/ physiotherapy
• Sports analysis
• Sports Nutrition
• Personal training

Course entry requirements can be found on pages 12 & 13 
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TRAVEL & TOURISM
BTEC EXTENDED CERTIFICATE SINGLE AWARD

Awarding Body: PEARSON BTEC

What will I do on the course?

Unit 1

The World of Travel and Tourism - this unit provides the 
foundation for learners to study other units in travel and 
tourism. Learners will explore all aspects of industry, 
understanding the scope of the industry with a 1.5 hour exam

Unit 2

Global destinations - learners investigate the features and 
appeal of global destinations. They prepare travel itineraries 
and recommend suitable destinations for customers. Learners 
will be assessed with practical real-life tasks set and marked by 
Pearson and completed under supervised conditions.

Unit 3

Principles of Marketing in Travel and Tourism - learners focus 
on how to develop a successful marketing plan for use by travel 
and tourism organisations to attract and engage customers.  
Assessed by real-industry scenario assignments set by your 
teacher. 

Unit 9

Visitor attractions - learners investigate the nature and role of 
both built and natural visitor attractions, their appeal, 
popularity, response to diverse visitor needs and the 
importance of delivering a memorable visitor experience. The 
unit is assessed internally by an assignment set by your teacher.

How is the course assessed?

•  40% of the course is assessed through internal teacher 
assessed assignments

• 60% of the course is assessed through external exams

What can I do with this course?

The qualification will give learners transferable knowledge, 
understanding and broad skills such as communicating and 
presenting ideas.

Some students decide to continue studying at University either 
in related subjects or use their UCAS points for non related 
courses.

Other students use their expertise to apply for 
apprenticeships and jobs in areas such as hospitality, customer 
service, aviation or travel sales.

Course entry requirements can be found on pages 12 & 13 
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