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Welcome to Reception
Where the magic begins...
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Dear Parents and Carers,

Meet the Reception Team

Mr. A. Field
Head of Primary

Mrs. R. Scott
EYFS Lead

We hope you find this booklet useful and informative as 
your child embarks on their school journey with us. We 
work relentlessly to do ‘whatever it takes’ for your child 
to thrive and reach their true potential whilst they are 
part of our school family. This booklet should give you all 
of the key information you will need at this point as you 
prepare for your child to join us in September. 

With very kind regards,

Miss Howarth 
Reception Teacher 

Miss Rew
Reception Teacher 

Ms Verheule 
Early Years Teaching 

Assistant

Early Years Teaching
Assistant

Miss Tweedy

Early Years Teaching
 Assistant 

Miss Dale 

Mrs Scott
Early Years Leader
Mrs Scott is our wonderful EYFS Leader 
who leads and manages in the setting. 
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WE ARE READY AND FIT FOR OUR FUTURE 
WE CELEBRATE DIVERSITY W

E ENJOY A CHALLENGE 

Our Vision 
and Values

Our curriculum intent overview for Reception

Welcome to Reception where 
we encourage all of our 
children to play and explore, 
try new things, have fun, 
persevere, concentrate on 
what we are doing, have their  
own ideas, make links with 
their learning, make their our 
own choices and...

BE THE BEST THAT 
THEY CAN BE!

Here at Roundhay, our core 
values are at the heart of all 
our work. We live by these 
values every day and we work 
hard to ensure that all pupils 
demonstrate these too. 

Each half term we lay the foundations for these core values in Reception which are then 
built upon each year within and across the school. The core value drives the theme/topic 
each half term which links to the resources, provision and invitations for play we have both 
inside and outside of our Reception setting. Running alongside this, we have continuous 
resources (mostly open-ended resources) which the children can use to develop their 
interests and own enquiries.

For more information see our school website www.roundhayschool.org.uk



To build your child’s learning traits, and give your child the best start to develop 
positive learning habits, we use the following characters to help us: 

Your child will become familiar with these characters as we teach them about each 
animal and how they can help us when we are playing and learning. Please share these 
with your child and see if they already do some of these things. 

Across a school day, your child will experience a balance of adult – directed and child – 
initiated activities. Below shows an example of the range of activities that they would 
experience in any given day. 

Characteristics of Effective Learning

A typical day in Reception...

Have a Go Flamingo
Join in Jellyfish

Teamwork Tiger

Concentrating Crocodile

Preserving Peacock

Independent Polar Bear



Talk is such a huge focus for us in Reception so each day all 
children are encouraged to develop their talk and use of language 
based on the overarching theme / topic each half term. A 
carefully planned selection of high-quality stories are explicitly 
taught in these sessions too. In these sessions, children are 
supported to talk and extend their ideas and thinking. This time 
really helps your child to use their language, new vocabulary and 
their own ideas in play. 

Talk Through Topic / Talk Through Stories

Play is absolutely essential for your child’s development. We work hard to strike a careful balance 
between adult led play and teaching and child led play where children have time and the 
opportunity to follow their own interests and ideas. This is precious time where children can explore 
the enabling environment (indoor and outdoor) to experiment, co-operate and develop their 
characteristics of effective learning. All adults spend this time playing and talking with the children 
whilst extending children’s talk and ideas. Adults observe children during this time to assess what 
they can do and what their next steps would be to ensure they reach a good level of development 
within and across the year. 

Uninterrupted Blocked Play

Each child will be assigned a key worker at the start of the year. During this special time, 
achievements are celebrated, special interests are noticed, and children develop their confidence 
when talking with their peers. Each day, this takes place in different areas of the unit so that pupils 
become familiar with their environment and feel more comfortable moving between classrooms, 
the studio and the outdoor learning spaces. 

Key Worker Groups

Because reading TO children is one of the most powerful indicators of a child’s reading 
comprehension, and children thrive on repetition, we retell favourite stories over and over again to 
encourage children to develop their love of stories and storytelling. 

Repeated Reads



Key Information PE
Our Reception pupils are very fortunate to 
have a new, purpose-built physical 
development area within their Early Years 
Unit. This equipment has been carefully 
selected and designed to support all our 
Reception pupils in developing their gross 
motor skills. The emphasis on play and 
access to these large-scale apparatus 
allows our pupils to practise and perfect 
control and coordination of large 
movements, which in turn supports with 
small movements of hands and fingers. 

From Spring Term (January), Reception 
children will have a PE lesson once a week 
and will need an indoor PE kit. More 
information about our Roundhay PE 
uniform will be provided to you in the 
Autumn term, in preparation for when your 
child needs it. 

Outdoor Learning

We use the outdoor area all year round and provide 
mud suits for the children to wear.

They will need a named pair of welly boots which 
remain at school all year round. Please bring 
these with you on your child’s first transition day. 
 



The Curriculum

Reception is the final year of the Early Years Foundation 
Stage 0-5 curriculum. 

We follow the new statutory EYFS Curriculum which is 
broken down into the following areas:

Prime Areas

Communication and Language –
Listening, Attention & Understanding and Speaking 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development – 
Self Regulation, Managing Self and Building 
Relationships

Physical Development –
Gross Motor Skills and Fine Motor Skills

Specific Areas

Literacy –
Comprehension, Word Reading and Writing

Mathematics –
Number and Numerical Patterns

Understanding the World – 
Past & Present, People Culture & Communities and The 
Natural World

Expressive Arts & Design  – 
Creating with Materials and Being Imaginative & 
Expressive

All 17 areas of the curriculum have an Early Learning 
Goal (ELG). The ELG is defined by is a list of skills that a 
child is expected to achieve by the end of their 
Reception year, in order to be seen as working at age 
related expectations. Everything we do in the setting is 
to ensure that your children get off to the very best start 
and we all work hard to ensure that your child develops 
well in all 17 areas to achieve their very best. We will 
regularly share ‘point in time’ expectations with you 
across the academic year to support you further in 
helping your child at home to reach their very best at 
each key point in the school year. 



Home Learning and Reading
Home Learning tasks will be sent home on a weekly basis and will 
be linked to the learning in class or designed to address a key 
skill. Please encourage your child to complete these tasks and 
talk to them about what they are doing. We encourage you to 
share this learning with us via our twitter account @RSc_Eyfs or 
our Reception home learning email account. 

Reading books will be sent home three times a week. 

Monday
Your child will be given a closely matched phonics book (book 
bag book) which should be read over and over again during the 
week to develop your child’s accuracy and fluency once they are 
ready to read words, phrases and sentences. Your child SHOULD 
be able to accurately read this book using their reading routine 
(special friends, fred talk, read the word). Please note that the 
purpose of this reading is to develop your child’s confidence and 
fluency. It is very much our job to teach your child to read and we 
know that children will be super-excited to show off what they 
have learnt in school. This book is returned the following Monday 
after children read it to an adult to see if they are ready to move 
to the next book. 

Wednesday
Your child will also bring home ‘a book to share’ which they have 
chosen themselves. This book is designed to support your child’s 
reading for pleasure and is for reading TO your child. Your child 
will not be able to read this book, but they will learn so much from 
listening and talking about new words and ideas in the book.

Friday
Once your child has progressed with learning their sounds, this 
book/sheet will be linked directly to your child’s word reading 
that week. It will be the same book/sheet that your child has 
been reading in school. We encourage children to share their 
progress with you at home by reading this to you. Please keep 
re-reading this to build your child’s accuracy, fluency and 
expression. At the start of the year, your child will need to use 
their reading routine out loud (special friends, Fred talk, read the 
word) and then over time they will develop their ability to use this 
reading routine in their head (known as fred in your head). 
Eventually, children will be able to read the full word without 
overtly sounding it out and blending it back together. This is our 
mission!   

Each book will be recorded in a reading record.

Please sign the reading record when you have read with your 
child so we can change their book. 



Phonics is taught throughout EYFS and Key Stage One following the 
Read Write Inc programme. Children are taught sounds, letter 
formation, blending for reading and segmenting for writing as well as 
reading comprehension skills. There will be more information about 
phonics teaching at Roundhay and an opportunity to attend phonics 
parent workshops in September. 

Learning to read and write is a complex process and it is essential that 
your child practises at home, as repetition is key. Your child will be 
coming home with a sound sticker every time they learn a new sound 
so please help them to practise reading the sound and writing the 
sound using the correct letter formation. We will share all of this with 
you at each point on their reading journey. 

The main points to share with you at this point are: 

Autumn 1 
Children learn all the single letter sounds first in this order. They learn 
to read the grapheme (the letter or letters) and say the phoneme (the 
sound). A rhyme is used to help children write the letter to represent 
that sound. They also practise oral blending (we make sure they can 
do this first!) of these sounds to make words e.g. if someone says ‘c’  ‘a’  
‘t’ can your child orally blend the sounds to say ‘cat?’ We call this Fred 
talk as Fred the Frog can only speak in sounds.

If your child can do this successfully, they will begin to see if they can 
blend the sounds together to READ words and not just say them orally 
e.g. they read ‘c’ ‘a’ ‘t’ and blend the sounds to read the full word cat 
from a green word card.  At this point, if your child is able to blend to 
read words, we will send the green words home with your child so that 
they can practise this over and over again using their reading routine.
  
Autumn 2 
During this half term, we work hard to ensure that ALL children can 
blend to read words. To do this, children must be able to read all the 
set 1 sounds speedily and blend these sounds to read words. If your 
child has mastered this, they will begin reading phrases which we call 
ditties and this is such an exciting part of their reading journey. They 
will bring these home on worksheets to practise and keep re-reading 
so that their reading routine keeps improving. We would hope that all 
children reach this point by Christmas. 

During the next two terms, your child learns more sounds and uses 
these to read more words. Their reading routine continues to 
strengthen and eventually they will be able to read sentences and 
books. Learning to read and write takes a lot of practise due to our 
complex English alphabetic code so thank you in advance for 
supporting your child at home with this. They will only ever bring 
things home that they should be able to read and therefore it is all 
about practising over and over again to help them gain confidence, 
fluency and expression. 

Phonics



Communication Protocols 
Effective communication is really important to us here at Roundhay. We have worked hard to 
develop effective protocols to ensure that our parents feel well-informed and supported, and 
that channels of communication support the effective overall running of the school. To build a 
sense of mutual trust from the very beginning of your child’s journey, we work hard to create 
different communication protocols to support our families:

• Parentmail is our main channel of communication within and across the school. We use this to 
communicate key information via our termly School News which includes key dates and 
events, half-termly Class News to give you class-based information fortnightly. News to share 
and celebrate fantastic learning. Other correspondence such as letters and messages are also 
sent via this central, paperless communication channel. Please ensure the school office has 
your up to date contact details via your school starter form so that a request to join is 
successful. You will receive a link to register once your child officially starts school.  

• Your child will be issued with a Reading Record to log and track their home reading, including 
space for you to communicate any important messages between home and school if you are 
unable to relay these during drop-off or collection. Home/school diaries will be used to 
communicate messages from Year 1 onwards as it takes time to develop your child’s 
independence and responsibility in order for this to really work. 

• Adults are always present on the Reception gates during drop offs and collections for brief 
conversations before and after the school day if necessary. 

  As I am sure you can appreciate, we are a busy setting and therefore any communication 
should follow our response protocol. If you ever have any concerns about your child’s 
education, please do not hesitate to contact us. Our protocol is as follows:

1. Always speak to your child’s class teacher in the first instance if you have any 
questions/queries or issues about your child. This can be done via a message in the 
reading record, a brief conversation at drop off or collection (staffing dependent) or 
arrange a meeting  with your child’s class teacher via the main school office. 

2. If you continue to have concerns and would like further reassurance and/or clarification, 
please arrange a meeting with Mrs Scott, the EYFS Leader, on a Monday or Friday. 

3. If you have explored all these channels of communication and remain concerned, please 
contact the main school office to arrange a meeting with Mr Mitchell, the Deputy 
Headteacher. 

It is important to note, that we are a large, busy school and it is important that these 
communication channels are followed. School leaders meet every week to discuss any 
ongoing concerns or issues and we always work hard to address things promptly and 
effectively in the best interests of the child and the school. 

In line with the rest of the school policy, if you have any concerns about your child’s safety or 
safeguarding, please arrange a meeting with Mr Mitchell, the Deputy Headteacher, via the 
main school office. 



Stay and Play

In line with government guidelines, we hope to offer stay and play sessions throughout the 
academic year for you to see where your child learns, how they interact with their peers and 
adults, and to ensure that you have a good understanding of your child’s development and 
progress. Your child’s profile will be shared with you at these events which becomes a 
wonderful celebration of your child’s development and learning as the year progresses. These 
sessions are also designed to help gain further understanding into school life and the Early 
Years Curriculum, so please watch out for these key dates in September. 

You will be invited to two parental consultation evenings in the Autumn and Spring terms 
where you will have the opportunity to discuss your child’s progress in more detail. You will 
also receive written reports informing you of both your child’s progress and achievement, as 
well as general comments on their behaviour and attitude to learning. 



Behaviour and Expectations
We work very hard in Reception to ensure that the environment is nurturing, supportive, 
caring and built on mutual respect between staff and children. We follow the whole school 
behaviour policy (available on the school website) to ensure that your child gets off to the 
very best start. We celebrate and praise positive behaviour choices in a range of ways and 
encourage all children to be responsible, respectful and to try their best (these are our 
school promises). Each term we look at a core value across the school and explore what 
these mean through circle times, assemblies and discussions.  We have the highest 
expectations of every child and work carefully to ensure that all children are happy and safe 
at school. 

What do I need to do now? 

Please return all forms to school by Monday 12th July. 

- ‘Who can collect me’ Consent Form

- School Dinner Menu

- Roundabout Booking Form

- Milk Letter 

Please also complete the online Data form, sent to your emails,
by Friday 10th July. If you have not received this, please contact the main 
office. 
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Top Tips to be School Ready 
Starting school is a big step for your child (and for parents!) and lots of parents want to 
know what their child should be able to do before they start with us in September. The 
following list is guide and each child will develop and learn at their own rate and in 
their own way: 

• Encourage your child to use the toilet independently, flush and wash their hands

• Try on the school uniform and allow your child to practise removing and putting on their 
own jumpers, coats and shoes

• Help your child to recognise and write their name 

• Share books and stories with them daily and talk about what you have read to develop 
your child’s communication and language skills 

• Develop their speaking and listening skills by talking about things that your child likes or 
is interested in 

• Play games to encourage concentration and turn taking

• Provide opportunities for your child to play with their peers to develop co-operation and 
interaction skills 

• Begin to develop their recognition of numbers (up to 10) and letters (they don’t need to 
know the names of the alphabet just yet. They need to begin to know the pure sounds 
the letters represent). You can play I spy, count objects in the home, look for letters, 
shapes and numbers in the environment and in books to support this. 

• Support your child to recognise their feelings and manage their emotions (we use 
language like ‘it is ok to feel angry, but it is not ok to shout at your friends.’ or ‘Let’s try and 
solve this problem by having some time out and doing some deep breaths.’ After they are 
regulated, we encourage each child to work out how they could solve the problem 
differently (aiming for a calm conflict resolution). 

• Establish routines and boundaries prior to starting school, to equip them with the skills to 
manage school life (e.g. getting up and dressed in a given time, sharing the plan of the 
day so that child has a structure to follow, has time where they are doing things on their 
own, good table manners when they eat, support their talking and listening skills by 
having purposeful talk time about themselves, their families, their interests and hobbies 
etc.) Talk with your child about promises (rules) and why they are important to keep us all 
happy and safe. 



School Start Requests
On your child’s first transition day, please ensure that your child brings:

• Your child’s decorated transition box that they will be given at the Teddy bear’s picnic. 
This box will be decorated by your child and include their favourite things as well as 
photos of significant events in their life so far (e.g. holidays, proud moments..). For the first 
4 weeks, we will be using these boxes to develop your child’s communication and 
language skills. 

• 1 family photograph. This becomes a great resource for us to use during the first part of 
the school year 

• A labelled pair of wellies 

• A labelled Roundhay School  Book Bag ready for your child’s reading book and 
reading record

• A labelled water bottle 

 

We Can’t Wait
to Meet You!

Please Follow Us...
Twitter

follow our twitter feeds to keep in 
touch with the school community 
and find out more about school life. 

@RSch_Eyfs
@RSch_Primary
@RhayPrimaryHead 



Notes.



Primary office: 0113 3931207

primary@roundhayschool.com

Roundabout: 07707 579 160

roundabout@roundhayschool.com

www.roundhayschool.org.uk

@RSch_Eyfs

@RSch_Primary

@RhayPrimaryHead

Roundhay School Primary Campus, Elmete Lane, Leeds LS8 2LG
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