
 

  

6 May 2021 

 

Dear Year 13 and Parents/Carers, 

Assessment Plans for Summer 2021 

I hope that this letter finds your family well and beginning to enjoy the easing of national 

restrictions.   

 

Before I outline the latest assessment updates, I would like to highlight the 

overwhelmingly positive response that you have all shown to this process.  I couldn’t 

praise your resilience and co-operation to work with us enough.  You are almost there!  

Dig deep and give the next two weeks everything you’ve got.  If you have any worries 

please talk to us and let us know if there is anything else that we can do to support you.   

 

In my last letter I provided a link to the JCQ (Joint Council for Qualifications) Guidance for 

students, parents and guardians: GCSEs and AS/A Levels in England.  I would recommend 

that you read this document if you haven’t already done so.   

 

https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/JCQ-Guidance-for-Students-and-

Parents-on-Summer-2021.pdf   

 

Centre Policy  

 

All centres were required to submit a Centre Policy to JCQ by 30 April that is made 

available to students and parents/carers.  This sets out the processes we will follow for 

determining grades, in an appropriate, consistent and fair way.  Our Centre Policy applies 

to all A level and Cambridge Technical qualifications.  Pearson have provided their own 

Centre Policy for BTEC qualifications.  You can read both documents via our website (Sixth 

Form Menu / Essential Information / Latest Updates) or using the following links: 

 

Centre Policy (roundhayschool.org.uk) 

 

Pearson-BTEC-Awarding-results-2021-guidance.pdf (roundhayschool.org.uk) 

 

https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/JCQ-Guidance-for-Students-and-Parents-on-Summer-2021.pdf
https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/JCQ-Guidance-for-Students-and-Parents-on-Summer-2021.pdf
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.roundhayschool.org.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2021%2F05%2FRoundhay-Centre-Policy.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CSBillinge%40roundhayschool.com%7C00e512ae812b4ba8627f08d90fa953c8%7C67f06800a14d46eab13329acc1882c57%7C1%7C0%7C637558042192333530%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2FDuNAGjM8UnCc6urpDtzyjBCl7fW9mP60TlvgpHCdbY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.roundhayschool.org.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2021%2F05%2FPearson-BTEC-Awarding-results-2021-guidance.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CSBillinge%40roundhayschool.com%7C00e512ae812b4ba8627f08d90fa953c8%7C67f06800a14d46eab13329acc1882c57%7C1%7C0%7C637558042192333530%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=rflWC1tT%2FMnXaoDp6BEphOVARBvIga0DJ9%2FhICjBl60%3D&reserved=0


The awarding of grades this summer will be a unique experience.  At the heart of the 

decisions that we have made is the desire to do the best by our students in the context 

of our school.  We believe the processes outlined in the Centre Policy are fair, rigorous 

and ultimately afford all students the opportunity to succeed.  Ofqual have also made it 

clear that any attempt to influence grades may be treated as malpractice.  They have 

identified that Centres, "should be careful to avoid teachers being put under pressure 

from students, parents or carers to submit grades that are higher than the evidence 

supports. They should keep records of such cases and might be required to report to the 

exam boards any cases where they believe inappropriate pressure is being put on 

teachers". 

 

Final Assessments 

 

• Make sure that you have checked your May assessment timetable and rooming 

• Students won’t be required in school after their May Assessments (not forgetting 

your Celebration Event on Wednesday 26 May at 2pm) 

• After May Half Term departments will provide you with the resources to be able 

to independently complete any written A level courses where the course has not 

been finished.  This is entirely optional but if you are going to study a particular 

course at university you might want to complete any outstanding sections of work.   

 

UCAS Updates 

 

• UCAS have confirmed that confirmation of university places will take place on 

results day, Tuesday 10 August, and UCAS Track will update at 8.30am on that day.   

• To allow time for appeals, UCAS have extended the deadline by which you must 

meet the conditions of your offer to 7 September (from 31 August).  This is an 

advisory deadline for universities, which means a university does not have to stick 

to this deadline and may require you to meet the conditions of your offer sooner 

than this date.  

• For students looking to reapply – if you have applied for a deferred entry and 

decide you want to reapply for 2022, you must first withdraw from the current 

2021 cycle.   

Apprenticeships/Job seekers 

 

Mrs Metcalf will continue to keep in touch with all students who are still seeking an 

apprenticeship/employment opportunity.  Please do get in touch if we can support you 

by emailing smetcalf@roundhayschool.com  

 

mailto:smetcalf@roundhayschool.com


Results day, Appeals and the Autumn Series of Exams 

 

• We will communicate details of how/what time your results will be 

published on Tuesday 10 August next half term 

• If you believe that an error has been made in determining your grade you will have 

a right to appeal.  You can read more about appeals on page 6 of the  JCQ Student 

and Parent Guide. 

• Further details on appeals will be communicated along with information about 

results day 

• Ofqual have confirmed that students who receive a teacher assessed grade this 

summer will be eligible to take A level exams in the same subject in autumn 2021 

should they wish to try to improve their grade  

• Ofqual have confirmed that the autumn series of exams will be in their normal 

format, with no adaptations made 

• Grades from the autumn series will be determined by performance in exams only 

– there will be no non-exam assessments (except for Art and Design) 

• A level exams will be held in October 2021 

• Details of how to enter for the autumn series of exams will be published along 

with information about results day 

 

Finally, we would like to wish you all the very best of luck in your remaining assessments.  

Mrs Melville will be writing to you tomorrow with details of your Celebration Event on 

Wednesday 26 May.  We look forward to seeing you all then. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

        

Miss S Billinge     Mrs R Melville  

Assistant Headteacher   Head of Year 13   

Director of Sixth Form  

 


