
 

  

10 March 2021 

 

Dear Year 13 and Parents/Carers, 

Assessment Plans for Summer 2021 

We know that as a result of the disruption that students have faced due to the 

pandemic, the government announced that exams could not go ahead as planned. 

 

In summer 2021, exam boards will ask centres to generate, for each subject, teacher 

assessed grades for their students.  We will refer to these grades as Centre Assessed 

Grades (CAGs).   

 

Ofqual said that the grades submitted to exam boards must reflect a fair, reasonable 

and carefully considered judgement of the student’s performance across a range of 

evidence on the curriculum content that they have been taught (either in the classroom 

or via remote learning).  Ofqual also said that evidence should relate to the specification 

content and should reflect, as far as possible, the sorts of questions and tasks that 

students would normally undertake in preparation for the qualification.   

 

Whilst Ofqual have published their guidance, there are still specific details yet to be 

received regarding grading, training and support materials.  However, we want to 

ensure that Y13 know what is expected of them in the weeks ahead and have therefore 

outlined the following assessment process. 

 

Vocational Qualifications  

 

 Exam board updates are still being released  

 Students will continue with internal assignments as evidence to support the 

overall qualification grade that will be awarded  

A level Art / Photography / Textiles 

 

 The student’s grade will be based on the portfolio only 

All other A level Qualifications 

 

Teachers will use professional judgement based predominantly on formal assessments 

completed under exam conditions.   Ofqual said that more recent evidence is likely to 

be more representative of student performance although there may be exceptions.  In 



addition, and where appropriate, Non-Exam Assessment (NEA) work or coursework will 

also be included as evidence.   

 

Y13 will sit two further assessments completed under exam conditions; in March and 

May.  

 

 March Assessments will assess topics taught between September – February half 

term of Y13 (topics have already been provided to students) 

 May Assessments will assess topics taught across Y12/13 BUT students will be 

given a list of topics to be assessed no later than wc 22 March 

 There will be no new content taught – lessons will be revision of topics to be 

assessed 

 Both assessments will be a two hour paper in each subject  

 There will be no lessons within the assessment weeks 

The following timeline has been set in conjunction with the assessment plan for Y11, 

which must also take place at this time. 

 

8 March Revision for March Assessments  

15 March Revision for March Assessments  

22 March March Assessments 

29 March Revision for May Assessments  

Easter Holiday 

Easter Holiday 

19 April Results of March Assessments 

Revision for May Assessments 

26 April  Revision for May Assessments 

3 May Revision for May Assessments 

10 May May Assessments  

17 May May Assessments  

24 May Marking, standardisation and 

moderation of March/May 

assessments (HoD) 

Half Term 

7 June Verification of grades by Senior 

Leaders 

14 June  Submission of grades to the 

exam board 

    

 Students will not be required to attend school following the May assessments 

(for vocational courses, subject to all coursework being complete) 

 Results of the March assessments will be returned to students in terms of a 

mark and feedback on areas to improve.  A grade for this assessment won’t be 

given as these grades must be standardised within departments and then 



moderated by HoD.  There is simply not enough time to do this between the 

March / May assessments.   

 Results of the May assessments will not be returned to students 

 Both assessments will take place across exam halls where students can be 

seated 2m apart 

 All usual JCQ exam regulations will be followed – all access arrangements will be 

applied to both assessments 

We have made the decision not to continue teaching any remaining parts of a course in 

order to support revision and to help students achieve the best grades possible.  

Following the final assessments departments will signpost students to the remaining 

specification/resources to allow them to independently complete this.  This will be 

entirely optional but may be helpful in a subject that you intend to study at university 

 

 Results will be published on Tuesday 10 August  

 UCAS are still to confirm the timeline for the confirmation of university places 

this summer 

We will continue to update students and parents as further information becomes 

available.   

 

Finally, we would like to wish all our Y13 students the very best of luck as they prepare 

for final assessments.  Over the last year you have adapted brilliantly and shown 

resilience that will stand you in good stead for future challenges.  We believe you have 

the knowledge, skills and support to achieve your very best – good luck. 

 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

        
Miss S Billinge     Mrs R Melville  

Assistant Headteacher   Head of Year 13   

Director of Sixth Form  

 


