
 

  

29 March 2021 

 

Dear Year 13 and Parents/Carers, 

Assessment Plans for Summer 2021 

In my last letter I outlined the assessment process for the remainder of Year 13.  I also 

said that further details regarding grading, training and support materials were yet to 

be published and that I would update you as more information became available. 

 

On Friday 26 March JCQ (Joint Council for Qualifications) published Guidance for 

students, parents and guardians: GCSEs and AS/A Levels in England.  You can read it 

here:  https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/JCQ-Guidance-for-Students-

and-Parents-on-Summer-2021.pdf   

 

This gives you an overview of the most important information that you and your 

parents/carers need to know about how grades will be awarded this summer.   

 

JCQ has also provided further guidance on processes to be adopted by Exam Centres 

and support available from the exam boards.   

 

What can you expect next?  

 

Our Centre Policy will be shared with you next term and will set out the processes we 

will follow for determining grades, in an appropriate, consistent and fair way.   

 

In the meantime, we can update you on the next steps in written A level subjects and 

the arrangements for the May Assessments.   

 

 Results (marks) of the March assessments and areas to improve will be given in 

the wc 19 April 

 You should now have received a list of topics to be assessed in May for each of 

your written A level subjects 

 Your final grades are not based on any one assessment alone – whatever the 

outcome of your March Assessment the focus should now be on preparing for 

your May Assessment.    

 All lessons in written A level subjects until the wc 7 May will be supporting your 

preparation for these assessments.  

  

https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/JCQ-Guidance-for-Students-and-Parents-on-Summer-2021.pdf
https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/JCQ-Guidance-for-Students-and-Parents-on-Summer-2021.pdf


May Assessments 

 

 Assessments will be a written 2 hour paper in each subject 

 No lessons will take place during the assessment weeks 

 Students won’t be required in school after their May Assessments 

 A timetable can be found below – individual timetables will be sent to students 

Date AM PM 

Monday 10 May  Psychology  

Tuesday 11 May  Literature 

Economics 

Wednesday 12 May  Biology 

Media  

Computing 

Thursday 13 May  Sociology 

Further Maths 

Friday 14 May  History  

Physics  

Core Maths 

Monday 17 May English Language  

Film Studies 

French 

Politics 

Tuesday 18 May Spanish  

Music AS  

Geography 

 

Wednesday 19 May Maths  

Thursday 20 May Business   

Friday 21 May Chemistry  

Drama 

 

 

Will my overall grade be determined by the March/May assessments? 

 

We have already said that your teachers will use professional judgement based 

predominantly on formal assessments completed under exam conditions.  The March 

and May Assessments will form part of the evidence used to award grades this 

summer.  In deciding on the evidence to be used, Ofqual have said: 

 

 Centres should aim to base their judgements on high quality evidence that 

clearly relates to the specification, in terms of both content and assessment    

 Centres should aim to use consistent sources of evidence for a class or cohort  

 More recent evidence is likely to be representative of student performance 

although there may be exceptions 

 Centres should be confident that work produced is the students’ own 



The assessment evidence that will form the basis of your final grades will 

therefore include: 

   

 Y12 January Mock Exam 

 Y13 September Assessment 

 Y13 March Assessment 

 Y13 May Assessment  

 And where appropriate, Non-Exam Assessment (NEA) work or coursework 

Exam boards are set to provide further advice and guidance to exemplify the 

standard of work expected for particular grades, including additional grade 

descriptors as well as exemplar materials.  Centres will be asked to make a holistic 

judgement balancing the range of evidence available for each student against the 

performance standard set out in the grade descriptors and exemplification material. 

 

I hope this helps to keep you updated on the latest information before the Centre 

Policy is sent out next term,  

   

Yours faithfully, 

 

        
Miss S Billinge     Mrs R Melville  

Assistant Headteacher   Head of Year 13   

Director of Sixth Form  

 


